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The ‘iĐh get ‘iĐher, the Poor haǀe ChildreŶ
IrelaŶd’s poliĐy oŶ aďorioŶ is ďarďariĐ aŶd iŶhuŵaŶe. Here’s why.

What ǁould you do if the ĐoŶdoŵ ďƌoke? If the ŵoƌŶiŶg ateƌ 
pill wasn’t available? If you were pregnant as result of rape? If 
you found out your much-wanted pregnancy wouldn’t survive 
past birth? If you looked around at your life and realised you 
weren’t ready to be a parent? What if you lived in a country 
ǁheƌe aďoƌioŶ is agaiŶst the laǁ iŶ alŵost all ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes?
WelĐoŵe to IƌelaŶd iŶ ϮϬϭϰ. The ϭϵϲϳ AďoƌioŶ AĐt ǁas Ŷot 
extended to Northern Ireland, and even if women living there 
tƌaǀel to ŵaiŶlaŶd EŶglaŶd, they aƌe sill Ŷot alloǁed to aĐĐess 
aŶ aďoƌioŶ oŶ the NH“ ďut ŵust pay pƌiǀately. IŶ the Repuď-
liĐ of IƌelaŶd, aďoƌioŶ is sill goǀeƌŶed ďy the ϭϴϲϭ OffeŶĐe 
Against the Persons Act. Much noise was made of the Protec-
ioŶ of Life DuƌiŶg PƌegŶaŶĐy AĐt, ǁhiĐh Đaŵe iŶto effeĐt iŶ 
JaŶuaƌy ϮϬϭϰ aŶd supposedly alloǁs aďoƌioŶ iŶ Đases ǁheƌe 
a woman’s life is at risk, including from suicide.

Even in the extremely limited circumstances under which 
aďoƌioŶ should ďe peƌŵited, it is ǀiƌtually iŵpossiďle foƌ 

women to access. As I write this, there have been a string of 
ŵedia fƌeŶzies aďout aďoƌioŶ iŶ IƌelaŶd aŶd NoƌtheƌŶ 
IƌelaŶd. IŶ May, a High Couƌt ƌuliŶg deĐided Ŷot to disƌupt the 
status Ƌuo aŶd ĐoŶiŶued to deŶy ǁoŵeŶ ƌesideŶt iŶ Noƌth-
eƌŶ IƌelaŶd NH“ aďoƌioŶs, eǀeŶ if they Đaŵe to EŶglaŶd, ateƌ 
the ŵotheƌ of a ϭϱ yeaƌ old giƌl ƋuesioŶed heƌ Ŷeed to ƌaioŶ 
food and sell things to raise the required funds to travel and 
pay pƌiǀately foƌ aŶ aďoƌioŶ. AŶd last ǁeek it ǁas leaƌŶed 
that a young refugee, pregnant as result of rape and suicidal 
iŶ heƌ despeƌaioŶ Ŷot to ďeaƌ heƌ ƌapists Đhild tƌied to get aŶ 
aďoƌioŶ iŶ IƌelaŶd aŶd iŶstead ǁas giǀeŶ a ĐaesaƌeaŶ seĐioŶ 
25 weeks into her pregnancy.

State DeŶial
While it is shocking that a state would deny a 15 year old or a 
ƌaped ǁoŵaŶ aŶ aďoƌioŶ, it is Ŷot suƌpƌisiŶg. I ǁoƌk ǁith 
AďoƌioŶ “uppoƌt Netǁoƌk, a gƌassƌoots Đhaƌity that ƌaises 
funds to help women forced to travel to access a safe, legal 
aďoƌioŶ. We do this ďeĐause ǁe kŶoǁ that ŵakiŶg aďoƌioŶ 
agaiŶst the laǁ oƌ ƌestƌiĐiŶg it iŶ aŶy ǁay does Ŷot stop oƌ 
eǀeŶ deĐƌease aďoƌioŶ. It siŵply eŶsuƌes a tǁo-ieƌed systeŵ 
uŶdeƌ ǁhiĐh ǁoŵeŶ ǁith ŵoŶey haǀe opioŶs aŶd ǁoŵeŶ 
without money have babies.

Let’s ďe Đleaƌ. AďoƌioŶ “uppoƌt Netǁoƌk does Ŷot heaƌ fƌoŵ 
the ͞aǀeƌage͟ ǁoŵaŶ ŶeediŶg aŶ aďoƌioŶ. Most ǁoŵeŶ ǁho 
Ŷeed aďoƌioŶs haǀe thiŶgs like Đƌedit Đaƌds, ďaŶk aĐĐouŶts, 
faŵily they ĐaŶ ƌeaĐh out to foƌ help, joďs. A“N oŶly heaƌs 
from the women who are extremely desperate. While there is 
Ŷo typiĐal ǁoŵaŶ ǁho ĐoŶtaĐts A“N, theƌe aƌe thƌee thiŶgs 
they all have in common: They are pregnant. They don’t want 
to be pregnant. And they are poor.

Asked to talk about the worst case I’d ever heard, I’m at a 
loss: is it the refugee who was raped and tortured by prison 

IŶ this issue ǁe shoǁ struggles arouŶd the ǁorld agaiŶst geŶder oppressioŶ aŶd for freedoŵ 
to ďe iŶ ĐoŶtrol of ǁho ǁe are, ǁhat happeŶs to our ďodies aŶd hoǁ ǁe liǀe. These struggles 
are Ŷot usuallǇ disiŶĐt geŶder issues, ďut are iŶtertǁiŶed ǁith resistaŶĐe to Đapitalisŵ aŶd 

the State. TheǇ are part of the geŶeral ŵoǀeŵeŶt to Đreate a ǁorld ǁithout eǆploitaioŶ aŶd 
oppressioŶ, a soĐietǇ iŶ ǁhiĐh the iŶdiǀidual ĐaŶ ďe ǁhat theǇ ǁaŶt to ďe iŶ free assoĐiaioŶ 

ǁith others. We Đall this aŶarĐhist-ĐoŵŵuŶisŵ.



guaƌds ďefoƌe esĐapiŶg to IƌelaŶd oŶlǇ to fiŶd heƌself 
pƌegŶaŶt ďut uŶaďle to oďtaiŶ a ǀisa to tƌaǀel foƌ aŶ aďoƌioŶ, 
oƌ the ϭϳ Ǉeaƌ old giƌl ǁho ǁas ĐoŶsideƌiŶg takiŶg heƌ oǁŶ life 
ateƌ ďeĐoŵiŶg pƌegŶaŶt as a ƌesult of a ǀioleŶt ƌape? The 
ǁoŵaŶ oǀeƌĐoŵiŶg a ƌeĐeŶt ďeƌeaǀeŵeŶt aŶd suffeƌiŶg fƌoŵ 
seǀeƌe depƌessioŶ ǁhose pƌaǇeƌs ǁeƌe liteƌallǇ aŶsǁeƌed 
ǁheŶ she had a ŵisĐaƌƌiage ƌatheƌ thaŶ ŶeediŶg to tƌaǀel to 
EŶglaŶd, oƌ the ŵotheƌ of fouƌ tƌǇiŶg to figuƌe out hoǁ to 
Đƌash heƌ Đaƌ ďadlǇ eŶough to iŶduĐe ŵisĐaƌƌiage ďut Ŷot 
ďadlǇ eŶough to peƌŵaŶeŶtlǇ iŶjuƌe heƌself oƌ Đause death? 
These ǁoŵeŶ aƌe foƌĐed ďǇ ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes - usuallǇ a Đoŵďi-
ŶaioŶ of dƌaĐoŶiaŶ aďoƌioŶ laǁs aŶd poǀeƌtǇ - to take ǁhat 
should ďe a peƌsoŶal aŶd pƌiǀate deĐisioŶ aŶd shaƌe it, aŶd 
ŵaŶǇ uŶĐoŵfoƌtaďle peƌsoŶal details, ǁith a Đoŵplete 
stƌaŶgeƌ. AŶd Ŷo ŵateƌ hoǁ ŶiĐe ǁe aƌe oŶ the phoŶe, oƌ 
ǁheŶ a ǁoŵaŶ is sat iŶ ouƌ kitĐheŶ ǁith heƌ Đup of tea, aŶd of 
Đouƌse it’s loǀelǇ that ǀoluŶteeƌs aƌe ǁilliŶg to opeŶ theiƌ 
hoŵes to stƌaŶgeƌs aŶd isŶ’t it gƌeat that the sisteƌhood is 
aliǀe aŶd ǁell the faĐt that this Đlose, iŶiŵate ƌelaioŶship is 
ŶeĐessaƌǇ is ǀeƌǇ, ǀeƌǇ ǁƌoŶg.
A ǁoŵaŶ ǁho has looked at heƌ life aŶd deĐided that Ŷoǁ is 
Ŷot the iŵe foƌ heƌ to take oŶ the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ of aŶotheƌ 
huŵaŶ ďeiŶg should Ŷot haǀe to go oŶ a ϯ houƌ ďus jouƌŶeǇ, 
oƌ get oŶ a plaŶe, oƌ take a feƌƌǇ, oƌ paǁŶ heƌ jeǁelleƌǇ, oƌ lie 
to heƌ ŵotheƌ, oƌ take out a £ϲϬϬ loaŶ that she Ŷeeds to 
ƌepaǇ £ϵϬϬ foƌ, oƌ sleep iŶ heƌ Đaƌ.
AŶd theŶ theƌe aƌe the pƌaĐiĐal ĐoŶsideƌaioŶs. PƌeteŶd foƌ a 
ŵiŶute Ǉou aƌe pƌegŶaŶt aŶd Ŷeed to tƌaǀel foƌ aŶ aďoƌioŶ. 
Heƌe aƌe soŵe of the ƋuesioŶs Ǉou ǁill ǁiŶd up askiŶg:

Do I haǀe a ĐuƌƌeŶt passpoƌt oƌ otheƌ aĐĐepted foƌŵ of 
photo ID?
Do I Ŷeed a ǀisa to tƌaǀel to EŶglaŶd?
CaŶ I get a ǀisa iŶ iŵe to sill get aŶ aďoƌioŶ?
Do I haǀe eŶough ŵoŶeǇ to paǇ foƌ the aďoƌioŶ aŶd the 
tƌaǀel?
WhǇ doŶ’t aiƌfaƌe speĐial sales eǀeƌ applǇ to the iŵes ǁheŶ 
ǁoŵeŶ ŶeediŶg to tƌaǀel foƌ aŶ aďoƌioŶ Ŷeed to go?
What stoƌǇ ĐaŶ I tell the peƌsoŶ ǁho ǁill ǁatĐh ŵǇ ĐhildƌeŶ 
ǁhile I aŵ aǁaǇ foƌ ϭϴ oƌ ϯϲ oƌ ϳϮ houƌs?
Do I haǀe the ŵoŶeǇ foƌ Đhild Đaƌe?
CaŶ I tell ŵǇ paƌtŶeƌ oƌ ŵǇ faŵilǇ that I aŵ pƌegŶaŶt oƌ ǁill 
theǇ pƌessuƌe ŵe to haǀe the ďaďǇ?
Hoǁ faƌ aloŶg aŵ I?
At ǁhat poiŶt iŶ pƌegŶaŶĐǇ does the Đost of aŶ aďoƌioŶ go 
up?
CaŶ I tell ŵǇ GP I aŵ pƌegŶaŶt oƌ ǁill he tell ŵǇ husďaŶd/ 
ŵotheƌ/ Ŷeighďouƌs/ ďoss?
Will haǀiŶg aŶ aďoƌioŶ iŵpaĐt ŵǇ geiŶg ŵǇ eǆisiŶg 
ĐhildƌeŶ out of fosteƌ Đaƌe?
Hoǁ ŵaŶǇ ŵaǆi pads ǁill I Ŷeed foƌ the tƌip hoŵe?
“iŶĐe this ǁas a ǁaŶted pƌegŶaŶĐǇ ǁith fatal foetal aŶoŵa-
lies aŶd I ǁaŶt to haǀe a fuŶeƌal, ĐaŶ I put foetal ƌeŵaiŶs iŶ 
ŵǇ haŶd luggage?
Wheƌe ĐaŶ I go foƌ adǀiĐe?

This last oŶe is a ďig oŶe. Theƌe aƌe ƌogue Đƌisis pƌegŶaŶĐǇ 
ĐeŶtƌes all oǀeƌ IƌelaŶd aŶd N IƌelaŶd ;aŶd EŶglaŶd foƌ that 
ŵateƌͿ ďut ǀeƌǇ feǁ that giǀe pƌaĐiĐal aŶd uŶďiased iŶfoƌŵa-
ioŶ aďout all of a ǁoŵaŶ’s ĐhoiĐes. AŶd these plaĐes aƌe 
geŶeƌallǇ iŶ uƌďaŶ oƌ ĐitǇ seiŶgs, ŵeaŶiŶg that ǁoŵeŶ iŶ 

ŵoƌe ƌuƌal paƌts of the ĐouŶtƌǇ oteŶ haǀe Ŷoǁheƌe to tuƌŶ 
foƌ adǀiĐe aŶd iŶfoƌŵaioŶ otheƌ thaŶ the iŶteƌŶet - if theǇ 
haǀe aĐĐess to the iŶteƌŶet - aŶd haǀe Ǉou eǀeƌ tƌied googliŶg 
͞aďoƌioŶ͟? I ĐaŶ’t tell Ǉou the Ŷuŵďeƌ of ǁoŵeŶ ǁho 
ǁatĐhed ͞The “ileŶt “Đƌeaŵ͟ ďefoƌe ĐalliŶg us.

Locaion, locaion, locaion
A ǁoŵaŶ’s loĐaioŶ is also a huge paƌt of heƌ aďilitǇ to aĐĐess 
aŶ aďoƌioŶ. It’s oŶe thiŶg if Ǉou’ƌe iŶ DuďliŶ oƌ Belfast, ďut 
fƌoŵ GalǁaǇ oƌ EŶŶiskilleŶ oƌ DeƌƌǇ, a ϱ ŵiŶute suƌgiĐal 
pƌoĐeduƌe ĐaŶ ǁiŶd up takiŶg up to thƌee daǇs - aŶd hoǁ aƌe 
Ǉouƌ ĐhildĐaƌe opioŶs lookiŶg Ŷoǁ?
FiŶallǇ, all of the oďstaĐles plaĐed iŶ fƌoŶt of ǁoŵeŶ foƌĐed to 
tƌaǀel foƌ aďoƌioŶ Đaƌe - aŶd espeĐiallǇ the eĐoŶoŵiĐ 
oďstaĐles - ŵeaŶ that ǁoŵeŶ tƌaǀelliŶg foƌ aďoƌioŶs aƌe ǀeƌǇ 
oteŶ lateƌ iŶ teƌŵ. Foƌ iŶstaŶĐe, less thaŶ ϭ.ϰ% of aďoƌioŶs 
peƌfoƌŵed iŶ the UK take plaĐe ďetǁeeŶ ϮϬ aŶd Ϯϰ ǁeeks 
gestaioŶ. I’d saǇ at least ϳ% of the ǁoŵeŶ ǁho ĐoŶtaĐt us aƌe 
at that poiŶt - aŶd this is usuallǇ ďeĐause theǇ haǀe ďeeŶ 
tƌǇiŶg to aĐĐess iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aďout theiƌ opioŶs aŶd ďeeŶ 
tƌǇiŶg to ƌaise the ŵoŶeǇ to tƌaǀel. “adlǇ, iŶ IƌelaŶd, NoƌtheƌŶ 
IƌelaŶd aŶd the U“ theƌe aƌe ŵaŶǇ Đases ǁheƌe ďǇ the iŵe a 
ǁoŵaŶ ƌaises the fuŶds aŶd get to the ĐliŶiĐ, she is oǀeƌ the 
legal liŵit foƌ a teƌŵiŶaioŶ - soŵeiŵes ďǇ as litle as oŶe 
day.

Heƌe aƌe soŵe thiŶgs that ǁoŵeŶ haǀe doŶe ǁhile tƌǇiŶg to 
ƌaise fuŶds foƌ theiƌ aďoƌioŶs:

“old the Đaƌ
“old ǁeddiŶg ƌiŶgs, eŶgageŵeŶt ƌiŶgs, heiƌlooŵ jeǁelleƌǇ
Not paid rent

“kipped luŶĐh foƌ a ŵoŶth
Chased paĐkages of ďiƌth ĐoŶtƌol pills ǁith ďotles of giŶ
Not ďought Chƌistŵas pƌeseŶts foƌ theiƌ kids
Cut off the eleĐtƌiĐitǇ
DƌuŶk flooƌ ĐleaŶeƌ

“iŶĐe ǁe opeŶed iŶ ϮϬϬϵ, A“N has heaƌd fƌoŵ ϭϱϬϬ ǁoŵeŶ. 
ϭϱϬϬ ǁoŵeŶ ǁho ƌaŶged iŶ age fƌoŵ ϱϭ doǁŶ to ϭϯ, ǁho 
ǁeƌe iŶ oƌ esĐapiŶg aďusiǀe ƌelaioŶships, had seƌious ŵeŶtal 
oƌ phǇsiĐal health issues, ǁeƌe ĐaƌƌǇiŶg ǁaŶted pƌegŶaŶĐies 
ǁith fatal foetal aŶoŵalies, ǁoŵeŶ aŶd faŵilies ǁith ĐhildƌeŶ 
uŶaďle to affoƌd ŵoƌe.  OŶ ϭϮ JuŶe the UK DepaƌtŵeŶt of 
Health puďlished theiƌ ƌepoƌt oŶ AďoƌioŶ “taisiĐs foƌ ϮϬϭϯ. 
These Ŷuŵďeƌs shoǁed a ƌeduĐioŶ iŶ the Ŷuŵďeƌ of ǁoŵeŶ 
fƌoŵ IƌelaŶd aŶd NoƌtheƌŶ IƌelaŶd tƌaǀelliŶg to EŶglaŶd to 
aĐĐess a safe aŶd legal aďoƌioŶ - ϰ,ϰϴϭ, doǁŶ fƌoŵ ϰ,ϴϴϳ - 
the loǁest ƌepoƌted Ŷuŵďeƌ siŶĐe ϭϵϲϵ. TheǇ do Ŷot iŶĐlude 
the ǁoŵeŶ ǁho Đoŵe to EŶglaŶd aŶd giǀe the addƌess of a 
loĐal fƌieŶd oƌ faŵilǇ ŵeŵďeƌ, the ǁoŵeŶ ǁho tƌaǀel to otheƌ 
ĐouŶtƌies to aĐĐess aďoƌioŶs, oƌ the huŶdƌeds - if Ŷot thou-
saŶds - of ǁoŵeŶ ǁho oďtaiŶ eaƌlǇ ŵediĐal aďoƌioŶ pills 
oŶliŶe fƌoŵ WoŵeŶ oŶ Weď. These Ŷuŵďeƌs also do Ŷot 
Đaptuƌe the ǁoŵeŶ ǁho ĐaŶŶot tƌaǀel foƌ ƌeasoŶs of Đost, oƌ 
ĐhildĐaƌe oƌ aŶǇthiŶg else.  
The laǁ as it staŶds fails all ǁoŵeŶ iŶ IƌelaŶd. But ǁheŶ Ǉou 
ŵake aďoƌioŶ agaiŶst the laǁ, oƌ ƌestƌiĐt it iŶ aŶǇ ǁaǇ, 
ǁoŵeŶ oŶlǇ haǀe opioŶs if theǇ haǀe a passpoƌt, a Đƌedit 
Đaƌd, soŵeoŶe to ǁatĐh theiƌ kids, aŶd the £ϰϬϬ to £ϮϬϬϬ it 
Đosts to tƌaǀel aŶd paǇ pƌiǀatelǇ foƌ aŶ aďoƌioŶ. Otheƌ thaŶ 
eŶdiŶg patƌiaƌĐhǇ aŶd ĐhaŶgiŶg the ďeliefs of people ǁho 
ĐaŶ’t seeŵ to gƌasp that ĐhoosiŶg Ŷot to haǀe a Đhild at a 
paƌiĐulaƌ poiŶt iŶ Ǉouƌ life, oƌ eǀeƌ, is iŶ itself a ǀalid, ŵoƌal
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IŶ ǁelĐoŵe Ŷeǁs froŵ “paiŶ aŶ ateŵpt ďǇ the goǀerŶŵeŶt 
to deŶǇ the right to aďorioŶ oŶ deŵaŶd has ďeeŶ aďaŶdoŶed 
iŶ the faĐe of heaǀǇ opposiioŶ froŵ the people aŶd 
ĐaŵpaigŶiŶg groups.
The MiŶister of JusiĐe Alďerto Ruiz GallardoŶ had pioŶeered 
a ďill to eŶd aĐĐess to aďorioŶ eǆĐept iŶ the Đase of rape or if 
there ǁas a threat to the phǇsiĐal or ŵeŶtal health of the 
ŵother. IŶ addiioŶ the ďill proposed that a terŵiŶaioŶ ďe 
ďased oŶ the opiŶioŶ of tǁo doĐtors.
The ďill had ďeeŶ part of the ĐeŶtre-right Popular People’s 
partǇ’s prograŵ siŶĐe ϮϬϭϭ ǁheŶ leader MariaŶo RajoǇ 
proŵised to oǀerturŶ preǀious legislaioŶ ǁhiĐh gaǀe ǁoŵeŶ 
the right to terŵiŶate pregŶaŶĐies of ďetǁeeŶ ϭ4 aŶd ϮϮ 
ǁeeks. The goǀerŶiŶg People’s PartǇ is stroŶglǇ ied to the 
CatholiĐ ChurĐh ǁhiĐh had ĐhaŵpioŶed the ďill. There has 
ďeeŶ litle reportage of the ďill iŶ Briish press - astoŶishiŶg 
ĐoŶsideriŶg it ǁould ďe the ŵost draĐoŶiaŶ laǁ oŶ aďorioŶ iŶ 
Europe.
As the proposals took shape the usual deŵoŶstraioŶs ǁere 
Đalled agaiŶst theŵ aŶd took plaĐe oŶ aŶ alŵost dailǇ ďasis. 
TeŶs of thousaŶds of people deŵoŶstrated iŶ Madrid iŶ 
FeďruarǇ ϮϬϭ4 displaǇiŶg plaĐards ǁith the slogaŶ ͞MPs aŶd 
rosaries, out of ŵǇ oǀaries͟.
Neǁ aŶd ŵore Đreaiǀe forŵs of struggle also eŵerged ǁith 
the fight agaiŶst the ďill. OŶe aĐiǀist ǁas YolaŶda DoŵiŶguez, 
a ǀisual arist ďased iŶ Madrid ǁho had ďeeŶ iŶǀolǀed iŶ 
ĐaŵpaigŶs iŶ the past. These iŶĐluded FashioŶ ViĐiŵs iŶ 
ǁhiĐh she eǆposed ǁorkiŶg ĐoŶdiioŶs iŶ BaŶgladesh.
“he urged aĐioŶ agaiŶst the ďill saǇiŶg:

“Enough of telling us what to do with our bodies, and when 
it has been moulded by and for others, transformed into an 
object and used as merchandise, we must prove that it is our 
property”.

Material Girl

DuriŶg protests huŶdreds of ǁoŵeŶ turŶed up at the Chaŵ-
ďer of CoŵŵerĐe iŶ their toǁŶs to register their ďodǇ oŶ the 
register of ĐoŵŵerĐe as ŵaterial goods, usuallǇ used for Đars 
aŶd plaŶes.
“oŵe eŵploǇees of the Đhaŵďers of ĐoŵŵerĐe ǁere put out 
ďǇ these appliĐaioŶs ďut Ŷeǀertheless aĐĐepted this ŵoǀe 
aŶd gaǀe theŵ reĐeipts aŶd ĐerifiĐates. The ǁoŵeŶ’s aiŵ 
ǁas to uŶderliŶe the faĐt that their ďodies ďeloŶg to theŵ 
aŶd to add iroŶiĐallǇ:

“Because patriarchal society tends to make us believe that 
this body is a piece of merchandise, it is then normal to 
inscribe it on the commerce register, with the aim of 
ĐeƌifyiŶg that it is ouƌ pƌopeƌty͟.

At Burgos iŶ NortherŶ “paiŶ, ǁoŵeŶ Đhose “t. ValeŶiŶe’s DaǇ 
to turŶ up, eŶ ŵasse, at the Chaŵďer of CoŵŵerĐe  to 
register:

͞DesĐƌipioŶ, fƌoŵ head to toes, of all ŵy ŵeŵďeƌs, ǁithout 
foƌgeiŶg ŵy oƌgaŶs aŶd espeĐially ŵy uteƌus aŶd ŵy 

ƌepƌoduĐiǀe appaƌatus, all of ǁhiĐh ƌepƌeseŶiŶg ŵy uŶiƋue 
and unreproducible person”.

“ĐieŶifiĐ aŶd ŵediĐal orgaŶisaioŶs  suĐh as “paŶish “oĐietǇ 
of GǇŶeĐologǇ aŶd OďstetriĐs ;“egoͿ, the “paŶish “oĐietǇ of 
PeriŶatal MediĐiŶe;“eŵepeͿ, the “paŶish AssoĐiaioŶ of 
PreŶatal DiagŶosiĐs ;AEDPͿ, the “paŶish “oĐietǇ of PsǇĐhiatrǇ 
;“EPͿ aŶd the “paŶish AssoĐiaioŶ of NeuropsǇĐhiatrǇ;AENͿ 
also took a staŶd agaiŶst the GallardoŶ ďill, saǇiŶg that theǇ 
ǁere Ŷot ĐoŶsulted.
All these orgaŶisaioŶs poiŶted out that the GallardoŶ ďill 
ǁould lead to a ͞psǇĐhiatrisaioŶ͟ of a proďleŵ ǁhiĐh has 
ŶothiŶg to do ǁith the psǇĐhiatriĐ disĐipliŶe. As the “EP saǇs: 
͞To put aŶ eŶd to or iŶterrupt a pregŶaŶĐǇ ĐaŶŶot ďe ĐoŶsid-
ered as a pathologiĐal situaioŶ froŵ the psǇĐhiatriĐ poiŶt of 
ǀieǁ, aŶd to prediĐt ǁith eǆaĐitude the risk of ŵeŶtal illŶess 
of a preǀiouslǇ healthǇ persoŶ ǁould haǀe serious sĐieŶifiĐ 
͞liŵits͟͟. “ego, ǁith a ŵeŵďership of thousaŶds, ĐoŶsidered 
that the ďill had Ŷot ďeeŶ suďŵited to a rigorous deďate.
Polls suggested that seǀeŶtǇ to eightǇ per ĐeŶt of the popula-
ioŶ ǁere opposed to the ďill aŶd graduallǇ this Đaused rits 
ǁithiŶ the People’s PartǇ as MP’s ĐoŶĐerŶed aďout ďeiŶg 
re-eleĐted, ǁere pushed iŶto opposiŶg the ďill.
FiŶallǇ iŶ “epteŵďer ϮϬϭ4, iŶ the faĐe of ŵassiǀe protests aŶd 
ǁholesale opposiioŶ froŵ the populaĐe the goǀerŶŵeŶt has 
ĐraĐked. Priŵe MiŶister RajoǇ has aŶŶouŶĐed the aďaŶdoŶ-
ŵeŶt of the ďill aŶd its arĐhiteĐt GallardoŶ has resigŶed 
ĐlaiŵiŶg he ǁill ďe uŶaďle to turŶ ǁatered doǁŶ proposals 
iŶto laǁ.
This episode is a ǀiĐtorǇ for ŵass ĐaŵpaigŶs agaiŶst goǀerŶ-
ŵeŶt iŶterǀeŶioŶ iŶto ǁoŵeŶ’s liǀes. MuĐh like the poll taǆ it 
shoǁs that ŵass opposiioŶ ĐaŶ soŵeiŵes haǀe aŶ effeĐt oŶ 
goǀerŶŵeŶt.
HaǀiŶg said this, the goǀerŶŵeŶt haǀe sill pledged to reǀerse 
ĐurreŶt laǁs aŶd forĐe ϭϲ aŶd ϭϳ Ǉear olds to gaiŶ their 
pareŶts’ ĐoŶseŶt for aďorioŶ. This effeĐiǀelǇ takes aǁaǇ the 
poǁer of a ǇouŶg persoŶ to ŵake deĐisioŶs aďout their oǁŶ, 
aŶd giǀes it to soŵeoŶe else. It also forĐes theŵ to reǀeal a 
trauŵaiĐ issue to the ǀerǇ people theǇ ŵaǇ for a ǀarietǇ of 
reasoŶs ŵost ǁaŶt to keep it froŵ.
To ďorrow a slogaŶ froŵ oŶe deŵoŶstraioŶ, La LuĐha 
CoŶiŶua! ;͞the struggle ĐoŶiŶues͟Ϳ 

The Struggle Coninues in Spain

deĐisioŶ that is, to put it ďluŶtlǇ, Ŷot their ďusiŶess, there are 
iŶteriŵ soluioŶs. IrelaŶd’s AďorioŶ Rights CaŵpaigŶ aŶd 
NortherŶ IrelaŶd’s AlliaŶĐe for ChoiĐe are fighiŶg tooth aŶd 
Ŷail for laǁ reforŵ, ǁhile groups like “peakiŶg of I.M.E.L.D.A 
;IrelaŶd MakiŶg EŶglaŶd the Legal DesiŶaioŶ for AďorioŶͿ 
take less tradiioŶal approaĐhes to raisiŶg puďliĐ aǁareŶess 

aŶd helpiŶg ǁoŵeŶ aĐĐess aďorioŶs.
Mara Clarke is the FouŶder aŶd DireĐtor of AďorioŶ 
“upport Network. 
Please visit: htps://www.aďorioŶsupport.org.uk/
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Batle with The Legal System
A Ƌueeƌ siŶgle paƌeŶt, a suƌǀiǀoƌ of doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe aŶd aŶ 
aŶaƌĐhist fƌoŵ the desolate Ŷoƌth, shaƌes heƌ ǀieǁs oŶ the 
legal systeŵ aŶd the effeĐt ƌeĐeŶt ĐhaŶges iŶ legal aid haǀe 
on survivors.

IŶ April ϮϬϭ4 ĐhaŶges Đaŵe iŶto effeĐt ǁhiĐh ŵeaŶt feǁer 
people ǁere aďle to applǇ for legal aid support, pariĐularlǇ 
iŶ faŵilǇ aŶd ĐustodǇ disputes.
The laǁ Ŷoǁ states that iŶ faŵilǇ laǁ disputes a surǀiǀor of 
doŵesiĐ aďuse ŵust proǀide eǀideŶĐe of ǀioleŶĐe haǀiŶg 
oĐĐurred, a fraught aŶd diffiĐult proĐess.
Fear of legal fees ĐaŶ ďe a sigŶifiĐaŶt ďarrier for surǀiǀors of 
doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe ǁho ǁish to diǀorĐe, setle fiŶaŶĐial 
disputes or ǁho are goiŶg through Đhild ĐoŶtaĐt proĐeed-
iŶgs.
LeaǀiŶg a ǀioleŶt partŶer is diffiĐult eŶough ǁithout the 
ǁorrǇ that Ǉou ŵaǇ lose Ǉour hoŵe, possessioŶs or ĐhildreŶ 
due to high legal fees. SurprisiŶglǇ, soŵe aspeĐts of these 
ĐhaŶges ǁere aĐtuallǇ ǁelĐoŵed ďǇ surǀiǀors as theǇ also 
ǁideŶed the reŵit for eǀideŶĐe ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ ďe used to proǀe 
doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe aŶd therefore Đlaiŵ legal aid.
EǀideŶĐe of ŶoŶ-ŵolestaioŶ orders, leters froŵ support 

ǁorkers suĐh as ǁoŵeŶ͛s aid aŶd eǀideŶĐe of oŶgoiŶg 
ĐriŵiŶal proĐeediŶgs are aďle to ďe used as eǀideŶĐe to 
Đlaiŵ legal aid, ďut doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe is Đoŵpleǆ. UŶfortu-
ŶatelǇ, ŵaŶǇ sill thiŶk that doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe is ĐharaĐter-
ised ďǇ the ͚ďatered ǁoŵaŶ͛. IŶ realitǇ, it is a Đoŵpleǆ ǁeď 
of fiŶaŶĐial, seǆual, eŵoioŶal aŶd phǇsiĐal ĐoŶtrol aŶd 
aďuse. Most of this ĐaŶŶot ďe ͚proǀeŶ͛ aŶd therefore the 
perpetrator ĐaŶŶot ďe ĐoŶǀiĐted, aŶd ǁithout legal iŶter-
ǀeŶioŶs aŶd ĐoŶǀiĐioŶs doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe ĐaŶŶot ďe 
proǀeŶ.
MaŶǇ of ŵǇ felloǁ surǀiǀor frieŶds haǀe all said the saŵe 
thing:

͚It͛s alŵost as if you Ŷeed to ďe hospitalised ďefoƌe you aƌe 
believed’.

BlaĐk eǇes aŶd ďrokeŶ ďoŶes are a ŵuĐh easier sigŶifier of 
aďuse for people to reĐogŶise puďliĐlǇ, ďut ǁheŶ Ǉou are 
told that Ǉou are iŶsaŶe, fat, uglǇ or useless eǀerǇ  daǇ; 
ǁheŶ Ǉou are stopped froŵ leaǀiŶg the house or seeiŶg 
Ǉour frieŶds aŶd faŵilǇ; or threateŶed ǁith ǀioleŶĐe if Ǉou 
doŶ͛t haǀe seǆ, this is Ŷot ǀisiďle..
This is ǁhat legal folk Đall ͚it for tat͛. This ŵeaŶs the perpe-
trator deŶies their aĐioŶs aŶd Ŷo-oŶe ĐaŶ proǀe otherǁise.

Editorial

The soĐietǇ ǁe liǀe iŶ todaǇ is ďased oŶ diǀisioŶs 
ďetǁeeŶ differeŶt groups of people. There is a group at 
the top ǁho haǀe the ŵaiŶ ďeŶefits, poǁer aŶd freedoŵ 
ďeĐause of their oǁŶership of ŵost of the ǁorld͛s 
resourĐes. Other groups fiŶd their liǀes liŵited aŶd 
ĐoŶtrolled. IŶdiǀiduals are ďorŶ iŶto a pariĐular soĐial 
Đlass, the ǁorkiŶg Đlass, ǁhiĐh affeĐts hoǁ ŵuĐh ŵoŶeǇ 
theǇ haǀe, the ĐoŶdiioŶs theǇ ǁork aŶd liǀe iŶ aŶd eǀeŶ 
their health. The ĐoŶĐept of ͚raĐe͛ is aŶother ǁaǇ of 
diǀidiŶg people aŶd has ďeeŶ the sourĐe of soŵe of the 
ŵost ďarďarous aĐts Đoŵŵited ďǇ huŵaŶ ďeiŶgs, suĐh 
as the slaǀe trade aŶd the holoĐaust.
IŶ this issue of ‘esistaŶĐe, ǁe foĐus oŶ aŶother ǁaǇ that 
soĐietǇ oppresses aŶd diǀides us: geŶder - the diǀisioŶ of 
huŵaŶs iŶto ŵeŶ aŶd ǁoŵeŶ. Siŵilar to ͚raĐe͛, geŶder is 
ĐoŶsidered to haǀe a ďiologiĐal ďasis. Most people, apart 
froŵ the ŵost faŶaiĐ raĐists, Ŷoǁ aĐĐept that ͚raĐe͛ as a 
ďiologiĐal ĐategorǇ does Ŷot eǆist. There ŵaǇ ďe differ-

eŶĐes iŶ soŵe superfiĐial features suĐh as skiŶ Đolour, 
ďut these are so triǀial that there is Ŷo poiŶt iŶ talkiŶg 
aďout disiŶĐt raĐes. Hoǁeǀer, the ďiologiĐal differeŶĐes 
ďetǁeeŶ ŵale aŶd feŵale are ŵore oďǀious aŶd seeŵ-

iŶglǇ ŵore iŵportaŶt: the tǁo seǆes haǀe differeŶt 
phǇsiĐal roles iŶ produĐiŶg ĐhildreŶ. This ďiologiĐal 
differeŶĐe has ďeeŶ the ďasis of thousaŶds of Ǉears of 
oppressioŶ, disĐriŵiŶaioŶ, stereotǇpes aŶd liŵited 
eǆpeĐtaioŶs. Feŵales haǀe ďeeŶ the ŵaiŶ losers, ďut 
ŵeŶ are also restriĐted ďǇ their assigŶed roles. 
Therefore, if ǁe are goiŶg to Đreate a ďeter soĐietǇ ǁe 
Ŷeed to free ourselǀes froŵ the straightjaĐket of the 
Đategories ǁe are plaĐed iŶ. This ŵeaŶs aďolishiŶg Đlass 
;through geiŶg rid of ĐapitalisŵͿ aŶd fighiŶg raĐisŵ. 
Hoǁeǀer, ǁhat aďout geŶder? We ĐertaiŶlǇ ǁaŶt to get 
rid of patriarĐhǇ - the doŵiŶaioŶ of ŵeŶ oǀer ǁoŵeŶ, 
ďut ǁhat aďout the Đategories of ͚ŵaŶ͛ aŶd ͚ǁoŵaŶ͛ 
theŵselǀes?
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Why would you be awarded legal aid for something that is 

just Ǉouƌ ǁoƌd ǁheŶ eǀeŶ Ǉouƌ Đlosest allies aƌe douďiŶg 
you?

No-one Believed Me

EǀeŶ though I had a leteƌ fƌoŵ ŵǇ ǁoŵeŶ’s aid ǁoƌkeƌ, a 
ŶoŶ ŵolestaioŶ oƌdeƌ, ĐƌiŵiŶal ĐoŶǀiĐioŶs agaiŶst hiŵ aŶd 
many other parts of the criteria the process of applying for 

the legal aid was lengthy and distressing. Having to drag out 

papeƌǁoƌk that Ǉou doŶ’t ǁaŶt to ƌe-ƌead, to eǆplaiŶ the 
aďuse iŶ detail to the soliĐitoƌ so that theǇ ďelieǀe Ǉou, aŶd 
eǆpeƌieŶĐiŶg the flashďaĐks ǁhiĐh take ďaĐk Ǉeaƌs of self 
ĐoŶfideŶĐe aŶd tƌauŵa suƌǀiǀal is deeplǇ tƌauŵaiĐ. All so 
that you can prove to a stranger that you were actually 

abused.

No-oŶe ďelieǀed ŵe theŶ aŶd agaiŶ Ŷo-oŶe ǁaŶts to ďelieǀe 
ŵe Ŷoǁ, ďeĐause theǇ doŶ’t ǁaŶt to giǀe ŵe fƌee legal 
support. They would rather I paid.

IŶ ŵaŶǇ Đases it is the peƌpetƌatoƌ ǁho has the fiŶaŶĐial 
adǀaŶtage, as thƌoughout the ǀioleŶt ƌelaioŶship a keǇ 
aspeĐt is to ŵake the ǀiĐiŵ depeŶdeŶt ďǇ eŶĐouƌagiŶg 
theŵ Ŷot to ǁoƌk oƌ otheƌǁise peƌsuade theŵ to haŶd oǀeƌ 
theiƌ fiŶaŶĐial affaiƌs. This ŵeaŶs that ǁheŶ Đouƌt pƌoĐeed-
iŶgs ďegiŶ, the peƌpetƌatoƌ ŵaǇ ǁell ďe aďle to affoƌd legal 
suppoƌt aŶd the suƌǀiǀoƌ uŶaďle to, fuƌtheƌiŶg the iŵďal-
aŶĐe of poǁeƌ aŶd peƌpetuaiŶg the ŵeaŶs of aďuse.
IŶ ŵǇ situaioŶ, the peƌpetƌatoƌ ǁas aďle to Đlaiŵ legal aid 
due to haǀiŶg Ŷo iŶĐoŵe. This ĐaŶ plaǇ tǁo ǁaǇs, it ŵaǇ 
dissuade the peƌpetƌatoƌ fƌoŵ ŵakiŶg appliĐaioŶs to the 
Đouƌt, oƌ ĐoŶǀeƌselǇ it ŵaǇ ŵeaŶ theǇ ŵaǇ ƌepƌeseŶt 
theŵselǀes. This ĐaŶ ǁoƌk agaiŶst the suƌǀiǀoƌ as it ŵeaŶs 
ďeiŶg ƋuesioŶed, iŶteƌƌogated aŶd aĐĐused diƌeĐtlǇ ďǇ the 
person who abused them. This has severe psychological 

effeĐts, ǁhiĐh is ǁhat the peƌpetƌatoƌ ǁaŶts.
I have been dragged through the courts for almost 5 years 

Ŷoǁ due to ĐƌiŵiŶal pƌoĐeediŶgs agaiŶst the peƌpetƌatoƌ, 
tƌǇiŶg to oďtaiŶ ŶoŶ ŵolestaioŶ aŶd pƌohiďited steps 
oƌdeƌs, aŶd Ŷoǁ iŶ the faŵilǇ Đouƌt he has fiŶallǇ ŵade aŶ 
appliĐaioŶ foƌ Đhild ĐoŶtaĐt ǁhiĐh he is pƌoĐeediŶg ǁith. He 
has ďe tƌǇiŶg to do this oŶ aŶd off foƌ Ǉeaƌs ďut keeps 
ǁithdƌaǁiŶg the appliĐaioŶ.
I imagine that agreeing child contact arrangements is 

diffiĐult eŶough ateƌ aŶ aŵiĐaďle ƌelaioŶship ďƌeaks doǁŶ, 
ďut ǁheŶ doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe is iŶǀolǀed the pƌoĐess is 
tƌauŵaiĐ aŶd the ƌesults ĐaŶ ďe ĐatastƌophiĐ. UŶdeƌstaŶd-
aďlǇ, ŵaŶǇ suƌǀiǀoƌs do Ŷot ǁaŶt the peƌpetƌatoƌ to haǀe 
any contact at all. I decided to deny contact based on the 

following reasons:

I felt he was doing it not to see our child but to gain infor-
ŵaioŶ to stalk aŶd haƌass ŵe.
I believe due to direct threats that he has made that he will 

either abduct or seriously harm our child.

He is using the legal system to yet again to gain some 

ĐoŶtƌol oǀeƌ ŵǇ fiŶaŶĐial aŶd  eŵoioŶal state.
He lost his rights to parenthood when he abused me.

A Đhild ǁitŶessiŶg doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe is iŶ faĐt ďeiŶg aďused 
theŵselǀes aŶd ĐaŶ suffeƌ foƌ ŵaŶǇ Ǉeaƌs as a ƌesult.
I ďelieǀe that these aƌe all ǀalid ƌeasoŶs to deŶǇ ĐoŶtaĐt, Ǉet 
he has a legal ƌight to seek it ǁhetheƌ it ďe diƌeĐt, iŶdiƌeĐt, 

supervised or unsupervised. In other words I believe that 

thƌough the legal sǇsteŵ he is aďle to ĐoŶiŶue to aďuse ŵe. 
Cases are assessed on the best interest of the child which is 

iŶ pƌiŶĐiple gƌeat, ďut iŶ ƌealitǇ a sǇsteŵ ǁhiĐh sill ďelieǀes 
that a Đhild haǀiŶg tǁo paƌeŶts is paƌaŵouŶt to that Đhild’s 
ƌights is alǁaǇs goiŶg to ǁoƌk iŶ a ǁaǇ that faǀouƌs a 
Thatcherite view of the family. This means that contact can 

be given to abusers based on the fallacy of the nuclear 

faŵilǇ aŶd puts ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd suƌǀiǀoƌs at ƌisk of fuƌtheƌ 
abuse and even death.

FaŵilǇ Đases aƌe loŶg, ǀeƌǇ loŶg, aŶd iŶ tuƌŶ ǀeƌǇ eǆpeŶsiǀe. 
My current bout has been going on since January 2014 of 

this Ǉeaƌ aŶd theƌe is Ŷot eǀeŶ a slight eŶd iŶ sight (August 
2014). If I were paying for this then I would owe the solici-
toƌs seǀeƌal thousaŶd pouŶds. I doŶ’t ǁoƌk as a ƌesult of 
PTSD due to the doŵesiĐ ǀioleŶĐe, ďut eǀeŶ if I ǁaŶted to 
ǁoƌk it ǁould Ŷot ďeŶefit ŵe as all ŵǇ ǁages ǁould go to 
legal fees. This ŵeaŶs that I aŵ oŶ ďeŶefits foƌ the foƌesee-
aďle futuƌe ǁhilst the peƌpetƌatoƌ is aďle to ĐoŶiŶue 
ǁoƌkiŶg aŶd eaƌŶiŶg ŵoŶeǇ ǁithout the thƌeat of saŶĐioŶs 
aŶd the deďilitaiŶg poǀeƌtǇ that Đoŵes ǁith ďeŶefits. I aŵ 
pooƌ ďeĐause of hiŵ. I ĐaŶŶot ǁoƌk if I aŵ to keep ŵǇ Đhild 
safe fƌoŵ hiŵ. He is sill iŶ ĐoŶtƌol.
But the legal aid that I receive would mean nothing without 

the suppoƌt of oƌgaŶisaioŶs like WoŵeŶ’s Aid, HALT, 
Behind Closed Doors and Rights of Women. It is these 

people ǁho ĐouŶsel ŵe, suppoƌt ŵe to ŵake the deĐisioŶ 
that is ďest foƌ ŵe aŶd ŵǇ Đhild, ǁho listeŶ to ŵe at 
ŵidŶight ǁheŶ I ĐaŶ’t sleep ďeĐause of paŶiĐ ataĐks aŶd 
flash-ďaĐks, that ŵake ŵe feel like I’ŵ Ŷot aloŶe, that giǀe 
ŵe a suppoƌt Ŷetǁoƌk of otheƌ suƌǀiǀoƌs, ǁho giǀe ŵe safe 
ƌefuge to staǇ aŶd ǁho ŵake ŵe ďelieǀe that I ŵade the 
ƌight deĐisioŶ to leaǀe aŶd the ƌight deĐisioŶ to fight foƌ 
ǁhat is ďest foƌ ŵe aŶd ŵǇ Đhild aŶd ŵake ŵe ďelieǀe that I 
am strong.

These are the people that deserve £300 an hour yet these 

aƌe the oŶes ǁho aƌe faĐiŶg Đuts, ƌeduŶdaŶĐies, pƌiǀaisa-
ioŶ to the highest ďiddeƌ aŶd ǁho ǁill ďe ǁoƌkiŶg iŶto old 
age aŶd sill ďe pooƌ.
Legal aid is faŶtasiĐ ďut it is these people ǁho haǀe saǀed 
my life and people in the legal profession could learn so 

much from them.
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Ukraine is like many other post-Soviet countries: a patriarchal, 
ƌeaĐioŶaƌǇ, poliĐe state, ǁheƌe spiƌitual ies sill hold stƌoŶg. 
WoŵeŶ aƌe sill huŵiliated aŶd ƌidiĐuled. We aƌe Ŷot takeŶ 
seƌiouslǇ, ǁe go uŶŶoiĐed, aŶd ǁe aƌe sileŶĐed usiŶg a 
ǀaƌietǇ of ƌepƌessiǀe taĐiĐs.
CeŶsoƌship is like a ǁitĐh huŶt. It displaĐes ͞oďjeĐioŶaďle 
ǁoŵeŶ͟ ďǇ deŵoŶstƌaiŶg the so Đalled ͞ǁeakŶess aŶd follǇ 
of the feŵale seǆ͟. The seŶsoƌs slǇlǇ jusifǇ fasĐist steƌeotǇpes 
usiŶg the laŶguage of ͞feŵiŶiŶitǇ͟. We aƌe foƌĐed to applǇ 
gƌeat effoƌt iŶ oƌdeƌ foƌ ouƌ stƌuggle to ďe heaƌd.
WheŶ I ǁas appƌoaĐhed to ǁƌite aďout feŵiŶisŵ iŶ UkƌaiŶe, I 
asked ǁoƌkiŶg ǁoŵeŶ aŶd studeŶts fƌoŵ diffeƌeŶt Điies to 
shaƌe theiƌ poiŶts of ǀieǁ aŶoŶǇŵouslǇ, ďeĐause I see ǁoŵeŶ 
speakiŶg out to ďe the ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt step iŶ deŵolishiŶg 
PatƌiaƌĐhǇ as aŶ authoƌitaƌiaŶ stƌuĐtuƌe.

My Own Story
I aŵ a ŵusiĐiaŶ. MǇ ŵusiĐ ĐoŶtaiŶs theŵes of feŵiŶisŵ, 
aŶaƌĐhisŵ, aŶd self-hatƌed - iŶspiƌed ďǇ ŵǇ oǁŶ ŵeŵoƌies as 
a half-Jeǁish giƌl ǁho gƌeǁ up ǁith aŶ aďusiǀe step-fatheƌ - a 
“laǀiĐ patƌiot aŶd KƌeŵliŶ ŵilitaƌǇ ageŶt. I ǁƌite aŶd post oŶ 
soĐial Ŷetǁoƌks aďout feŵiŶisŵ, aŶi-fasĐisŵ aŶd aŶaƌĐhisŵ, 
aŶd ǁith the help of fƌieŶds I tƌaŶslate aƌiĐles, oƌgaŶise filŵ 
sĐƌeeŶiŶgs aŶd hold disĐussioŶs oŶ soĐial, aŶi-Đapitalist, 
aŶi-fasĐist aŶd LGBTQIA  theŵes. I host DIY aƌt eǀeŶts aŶd 
ĐoŶĐeƌts aŶd take paƌt iŶ stƌeet pƌotests. I aŵ polǇaŵoƌous 
aŶd polǇgaŵous, ǁhiĐh is ĐoŶsideƌed aďsolutelǇ uŶaĐĐeptaďle 
iŶ UkƌaiŶiaŶ soĐietǇ. Also uŶaĐĐeptaďle is the pƌeseŶĐe of 
aŶaƌĐhist disĐouƌse iŶ Ǉouƌ ŵusiĐ, oƌ the ĐoŵposiioŶ of aŶǇ 
ŵeaŶiŶgful teǆts ǁheƌe theƌe is eǀeŶ soŵe displaǇ of 
iŶdiǀidual thiŶkiŶg. WoŵeŶ oǀeƌ thiƌtǇ aƌe eǆĐluded fƌoŵ 
puďliĐ spaĐes ďeĐause theǇ aƌe Ŷot ĐoŶsideƌed ǇouŶg aŶd 
atƌaĐiǀe eŶough foƌ UkƌaiŶiaŶ ŵeŶ, ǁho doŵiŶate iŶ all 
aƌeas of soĐietǇ aŶd diĐtate theiƌ oǁŶ teƌŵs.
At ďest I aŵ igŶoƌed, at otheƌ iŵes uŶkŶoǁŶ authoƌs post 
ĐaƌiĐatuƌes of ŵe. I ƌeĐeiǀe thƌeateŶiŶg aŶd iŶsuliŶg leteƌs 
aŶd phoŶe Đalls, ŵǇ aĐiǀiies aƌe deǀalued puďliĐlǇ iŶ a 
ǀaƌietǇ of ǁaǇs, aŶd soŵeiŵes duƌiŶg ĐoŶĐeƌts theƌe is a 
Đlash ǁith ŶaioŶalists.
It is diffiĐult to iŵagiŶe aŶǇ kiŶd of ƌelaioŶship ďased oŶ 
ŵutual help aŶd fƌieŶdship iŶ suĐh aŶ authoƌitaƌiaŶ poliĐe 
soĐietǇ. This soĐietǇ has aďsoƌďed the ŵost ƌepƌessiǀe 
Ƌualiies aŶd pƌaĐiĐes of the “oǀiet ƌegiŵe, iŶĐludiŶg Ŷepo-
isŵ, eliisŵ aŶd iŶfoƌŵiŶg. Those ǁho aƌe pooƌ aƌe uŶseeŶ 
aŶd oteŶ suffeƌ fƌoŵ loŶeliŶess aŶd isolaioŶ, paƌiĐulaƌlǇ 

haǀe health pƌoďleŵs due to ƌadiaioŶ eǆposuƌe ateƌ the 
CheƌŶoďǇl aĐĐideŶt; I haǀe ŵǇ fƌieŶdships ǁith otheƌs ǁho 
aƌe oppƌessed aŶd deǀalued, iŶĐludiŶg disaďled, LGBTQIA, 
dƌug addiĐts, oƌphaŶs aŶd hoŵeless people; aŶd I haǀe 
eǆpeƌieŶĐe of poǀeƌtǇ, toil, aŶd liǀiŶg iŶ isolaioŶ iŶ this 
ĐouŶtƌǇ. IŶ ǀieǁ of all this, I see Ŷo otheƌ ǁaǇ foƌǁaƌd thaŶ to 
pƌotest, to stƌuggle agaiŶst authoƌitaƌiaŶ stƌuĐtuƌes aŶd to 
spƌead the pƌopagaŶda of aŶaƌĐhisŵ iŶ ŵǇ aƌt. I dƌeaŵ of a 
kiŶdeƌ soĐietǇ of fƌee people, ǁheƌe it is possiďle to loǀe aŶd 
ďe happǇ. As foƌ the otheƌ ǁoŵeŶ, I ǁill let theŵ speak foƌ 
theŵselǀes.

Simferopol
The ǁalls of this Đage ǁeƌe ďoƌŶ togetheƌ ǁith ŵe, siŵplǇ 
ďeĐause I’ŵ a ǁoŵaŶ.
AŶ aƌt pƌojeĐt is passed oŶ to soŵeoŶe else, siŵplǇ ďeĐause 
he’s a ŵaŶ, aŶd theǇ aƌeŶ’t eǀeŶ ashaŵed to adŵit it, aŶd 
Ǉou aƌe let staŶdiŶg iŶ Ǉouƌ Đage, sǁalloǁiŶg the iŶsult.
AŶ aĐt of ǀioleŶĐe is Đoŵŵited agaiŶst ŵe ďǇ a supposed 
fƌieŶd, ǁho thƌeateŶs to ƌepeat it if I tell aŶǇoŶe, aŶd Ŷoǁ the 
ďaƌs haǀe gƌoǁŶ iŶto ŵǇ skiŶ, aŶd I’ǀe ŶeaƌlǇ lost ŵǇ ǀoiĐe.
Fƌoŵ ŵǇ Đhildhood to the pƌeseŶt daǇ, ŶothiŶg has ĐhaŶged, 
aŶd so I pƌefeƌ siŵplǇ to tuƌŶ ŵǇ ďaĐk oŶ the ǁoƌld of ŵeŶ, 
theƌe aƌe pleŶtǇ of those ǁho aƌe ǁilliŶg to liǀe foƌ theŵ, 
aĐĐoƌdiŶg to aŶĐieŶt ƌules, igŶoƌiŶg theiƌ Đages, like iŶ a 
suƌƌeal zoo.
But I’ŵ Ŷeǀeƌ goiŶg ďaĐk agaiŶ.

Kiev
EǀeŶ ďefoƌe I staƌted ƌeadiŶg aƌiĐles aďout feŵiŶisŵ, I liǀed 
ǁith a ĐoŶstaŶt seŶse of iŶjusiĐe. It ǁas eǀeƌǇǁheƌe - at 
hoŵe, at sĐhool, iŶ the stƌeet, aŵoŶgst fƌieŶds, all oǀeƌ the 
ǁoƌld. I ƌealised that ďeiŶg a ǁoŵaŶ iŶ todaǇ’s ǁoƌld is ǀeƌǇ 
diffiĐult; it ŵeaŶs ĐoŶstaŶt huŵiliaioŶ aŶd ǀiolaioŶ of Ǉouƌ 
ƌights.
UkƌaiŶe is ǀeƌǇ faƌ fƌoŵ feŵiŶist ideas, it is ǀeƌǇ diffiĐult to 
staŶd out aŶd ďe ŶoiĐed, aŶd the iŶsituioŶ of the tƌadiioŶal 
faŵilǇ eǆaspeƌates eǀeƌǇthiŶg. WheŶ ŵǇ ŵuŵ fouŶd out that 
I ǁas daiŶg a giƌl, at fiƌst she thought I ǁas ill, theŶ she said, 
it’s just ͞the idealisŵ of Ǉouth͟. EǀeŶtuallǇ she ĐoŶĐluded that 
I just haǀeŶ’t fouŶd the ͞ƌight͟ guǇ Ǉet.
I got the saŵe thiŶg ǁith feŵiŶisŵ. I ǁas told that iŶ the 
ŵodeƌŶ ǁoƌld it’s iŵpossiďle, oƌ that it’s all iŶ ŵǇ iŵagiŶa-
ioŶ. I fiŶd it ƌeallǇ offeŶsiǀe to heaƌ this fƌoŵ ŵǇ faŵilǇ aŶd 
fƌieŶds. At ouƌ UŶiǀeƌsitǇ, feŵiŶisŵ is tƌeated as eǆtƌeŵisŵ, it 
is diffiĐult to fiŶd aŶǇ feŵiŶist ĐƌiiĐisŵ iŶ ouƌ liďƌaƌǇ. IŶ ouƌ 
uŶiǀeƌsitǇ theƌe aƌe ǀeƌǇ feǁ ŵeŶ aŶd ďoǇs, aŶd theǇ aƌe 
tƌeated like kiŶgs. Male teaĐheƌs ĐoŶsideƌ theiƌ oǁŶ ǀieǁs aŶd 
thoughts to ďe aďsolute tƌuth aŶd ĐoŶǀiŶĐiŶg theŵ otheƌǁise 
is ŵuĐh haƌdeƌ foƌ the giƌls thaŶ it is foƌ the ďoǇs, ǁho the 
teaĐheƌs tƌeat as theiƌ eƋuals.

Kiev 2
I pƌefeƌ to Ŷot use the ǁoƌd ͞feŵiŶisŵ͟, eǀeŶ if its ǀeƌǇ 
esseŶĐe, its ǀeƌǇ oďǀious kiŶdŶess ĐaŶŶot ďe douďted. The 
teƌŵ pƌoďaďlǇ oƌigiŶated iŶ ĐouŶteƌďalaŶĐe to ǀioleŶĐe, 
disguised ďehiŶd a Đleǀeƌ lookiŶg faĐe, ĐaƌƌǇiŶg Ŷuŵeƌous 
laďels. “o it ďeĐaŵe ŶeĐessaƌǇ to haŶg sigŶs oǀeƌ eǀeŶ the 
ŵost Ŷatuƌal of thiŶgs, so that eǀeŶ the sŵallest of patƌiaƌĐhal 
ŵiŶds ŵight ĐoŶĐeiǀe of the eǆisteŶĐe of those iŶ disagƌee-
ŵeŶt ǁith theŵ.

Ukraine: Women speaking out
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The desire to dominate is a sign of weakness. People tend to 
oversimplify far too much. Too lazy to think, they invent 
pateƌŶs aŶd theoƌeŵs to tuƌŶ Đoŵpleǆ life pƌoďleŵs iŶto ϯƌd 
gƌade algeďƌa puzzles.
I have always thought of these “people” as clowns, or more 
pƌeĐiselǇ, Ŷot thought of, ďeĐause ǁhǇ should I thiŶk aďout all 
soƌts of ŶasiŶess. But I ďegaŶ to ŶoiĐe that soŵe of these 
people are among those very close to me. And that hurts. The 
gloďal sǇsteŵ of huŵiliaioŶ affeĐts so ŵaŶǇ, aŶd Ǉou seeŵ to 
lose friends in the war.

PeƌsoŶallǇ, I foƌŵed ŵǇ opiŶioŶs aďout geŶdeƌ at aŶ eaƌlǇ 
age, ǁheŶ I ǁas taught that I should ďe a pƌiŶĐess ;ďut at the 
saŵe iŵe a housekeepeƌͿ, that ďoǇs shouldŶ’t daƌe to hit ŵe, 
ďut ought to load ŵe ǁith pƌeseŶts aŶd ĐaƌƌǇ ŵǇ ďags, ǁhile I 
ƌeǀel iŶ ŵǇ oǁŶ ďeautǇ ... aŶd of Đouƌse, that it’s siŵplǇ 
iŶĐoŶĐeiǀaďle foƌ ŵe Ŷot to haǀe a husďaŶd aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ iŶ 
the futuƌe, I ŵeaŶ, it just ǁouldŶ’t ďe iŶ oƌdeƌ.
“o I deĐided that ďeiŶg a giƌl - suĐks. TheŶ I Đalŵed doǁŶ aŶd 
ďegaŶ to igŶoƌe geŶdeƌ ƌole assigŶŵeŶts. I ǁas ĐoŵpletelǇ 
saisfied ǁith ŵǇ uŶdefiŶed ;ďǇ all aĐĐouŶtsͿ geŶdeƌ.
Everything is much simpler than people make out. When 
huŵiliaiŶg Ǉou, theǇ ďegiŶ to ŵaŶoeuǀƌe ǁith Đleǀeƌ ǁoƌds, 
ƌeŵiŶd Ǉou of God, Ŷatuƌal laǁs, the ŶaioŶ, like a ŵiseƌaďle 
slug that ĐaŶ oŶlǇ aďsoƌď; theǇ tƌǇ ďǇ all ŵeaŶs to pƌoteĐt 
theiƌ iŵagiŶed digŶitǇ. WheŶ theǇ saǇ, ͞Well, Ǉou’ƌe a 
ǁoŵaŶ,͟ Ǉou saǇ ͞so ǁhat?͟ theŶ theǇ ďegiŶ theiƌ eŵptǇ, ďut 
͞sŵaƌt͟ souŶdiŶg aƌguŵeŶts, oƌ ŵoƌe oteŶ theǇ just ƌeplǇ 
“what do you mean, so what?”, failing to understand the 
nonsense of their words.

Hoǁ ĐaŶ ŵǇ geŶitals hiŶdeƌ ŵe fƌoŵ ďeĐoŵiŶg a sĐieŶist? 
Hoǁ ĐaŶ sleŶdeƌ haiƌǇ ŵale legs ďe Ŷoƌŵal, ďut at the saŵe 
sleŶdeƌ haiƌǇ feŵale legs, ͞disgusiŶg͟? It is siŵplǇ stupid.

Vinnitsia

I thiŶk that the pƌoďleŵ that eǆists iŶ UkƌaiŶe is Ŷot uŶiƋue, 
it’s the ĐoŵŵoŶ heƌitage of all post-“oǀiet ĐouŶtƌies. You 
Đould saǇ it’s ͞The “laǀiĐ TƌadiioŶ͟ ǁith saǇiŶgs suĐh as ͞to 
ďeat, ŵeaŶs to loǀe͟, ͞loǀe Ǉouƌ ǁife as Ǉouƌ soul, aŶd shake 
her like a pear tree” and so on. This shockingly patriarchal 
ďelief sǇsteŵ is ightlǇ iŶgƌaiŶed iŶ soĐietǇ aŶd ĐaŶ ďe seeŶ iŶ 
everything from the anecdotal generalized family model of 
the ͞alĐoholiĐ husďaŶd aŶd houseǁife͟ to the ĐoŵŵoŶlǇ 
shaƌed ĐoŶǀiĐioŶ that aŶ uŶŵaƌƌied ǁoŵaŶ oǀeƌ Ϯ5-ϯ0 is a 
teƌƌiďle failuƌe.
“oŵeiŵes this all seeŵs to ŵe like soŵethiŶg fƌoŵ the 
distaŶt past, as ŵǇ ĐuƌƌeŶt ĐiƌĐle of fƌieŶds aƌe Đƌeaiǀe, 
ǇouŶg, aŶd opeŶ-ŵiŶded people, ďut all it takes is foƌ ŵe to 
go aŶd staǇ ǁith ŵǇ ƌelaiǀes, oƌ to go aŶd ǀisit the ǀillage, 
aŶd it all Đoŵes ďaĐk to ŵe. ReĐeŶtlǇ oŶe of ŵǇ ŵaŶǇ distaŶt 
ƌelaioŶs ĐustoŵaƌilǇ ƌefeƌƌed to as AuŶtǇ, aggƌessiǀelǇ put it 
to ŵǇ ŵotheƌ that I ŵost defiŶitelǇ Ŷeed to fiŶd a husďaŶd 
ǁhile I’ŵ sill Ϯ0, ͞WheŶ she’s ϯ0, Ŷo oŶe ǁill ǁaŶt heƌ͟ she 
eǆĐlaiŵed.
In the village where my grandparents live they had some 
fƌieŶds, also a ŵaƌƌied Đouple. The husďaŶd ǁas aŶ alĐoholiĐ, 
and he gradually accustomed his wife to drinking, who living 
in such a home environment slowly drunk herself out of 
ĐoŶtƌol. The husďaŶd ƌegulaƌlǇ ďƌought dƌiŶkiŶg ĐoŵpaŶǇ 
hoŵe aŶd she also dƌaŶk ǁith theŵ, ďut as it ǁas heƌ ƌespoŶ-
siďilitǇ to take Đaƌe of the sŵallholdiŶg, ǁhiĐh she had 
ďeĐoŵe iŶĐapaďle of doiŶg, heƌ husďaŶd ƌegulaƌlǇ ďeat heƌ. I 
sill ƌeŵeŵďeƌ ŵǇ Đhildhood iŵpƌessioŶ of that ǁoŵaŶ, ǁith 

heƌ ďateƌed ƌed faĐe aŶd ďƌokeŶ ŵouth, out of ǁhiĐh Đaŵe a 
teƌƌiďle steŶĐh. IŶ the eŶd she ǁas poisoŶed ďǇ ĐhloƌiŶe, 
ǁhiĐh had soŵehoǁ eŶded up iŶ a ǀodka ďotle. IŶ the 
villages cases similar to this are not uncommon, the overall 
situaioŶ is Ƌuite uŶpleasaŶt, it’s espeĐiallǇ sĐaƌǇ to see hoǁ 
ǇouŶg people iŶheƌit aŶ eǆaŵple fƌoŵ the oldeƌ geŶeƌaioŶ, 
as if to saǇ ͞it has alǁaǇs ďeeŶ that ǁaǇ͟ ŵeaŶs, ͞it has 
alǁaǇs ďeeŶ good͟.
Currently, I am a student in Art College and so primarily I 
ǁould like to tell Ǉou aďout thiŶgs theƌe. At fiƌst glaŶĐe it 
appeaƌs to ďe a pƌogƌessiǀe, Đƌeaiǀe soĐietǇ, ďut sill theƌe 
aƌe ŵaŶǇ pƌoďleŵs. Foƌ eǆaŵple, eǀeŶ though the ǀast 
ŵajoƌitǇ of studeŶts iŶ the FaĐultǇ of GƌaphiĐs aƌe feŵale, 
duƌiŶg paiŶiŶg aŶd dƌaǁiŶg lessoŶs the ateŶioŶ of ŵale 
teachers is primarily focused on young men, who are taken 
ŵoƌe seƌiouslǇ. TeaĐheƌs appƌoaĐh giƌls ŵoƌe to fliƌt thaŶ to 
saǇ aŶǇthiŶg ĐoŶstƌuĐiǀe aďout theiƌ ǁoƌk. It’s teƌƌiďlǇ 
aŶŶoǇiŶg as aƌe the laƌge Ŷuŵďeƌ of uŶfuŶŶǇ jokes the likes of 
“ah, what do you need all these classes for, the sooner you go 
aŶd get ŵaƌƌied the ďeteƌ͟. IŶ the fiƌst Ǉeaƌs this isŶ’t so 
oďǀious, ďut as iŵe goes oŶ it ďeĐoŵes ŵoƌe aŶd ŵoƌe 
ŶoiĐeaďle. AŶǇoŶe ǁho has eǀeƌ ďeeŶ iŶ the ĐoŵpaŶǇ of 
pƌofessioŶal ͞hoŶouƌed͟ aƌists ǁill kŶoǁ that theǇ aƌe 
appalliŶglǇ ĐhauǀiŶisiĐ. Most ŵeŵďeƌs of the ͞UŶioŶ of 
Aƌists of UkƌaiŶe͟ aƌe eldeƌlǇ people, ǁoŵeŶ aƌe iŶ the 
ŵiŶoƌitǇ aŶd theǇ oteŶ plaǇ a seĐoŶdaƌǇ ƌole.
IŶ geŶeƌal, ouƌ soĐietǇ is ďuƌdeŶed ǁith stupid aŶd ƌidiĐulous 
tƌadiioŶs. It’s haƌd foƌ ŵe to iŵagiŶe hoǁ ŵaŶǇ geŶeƌaioŶs 
ǁill Ŷeed to pass ďefoƌe ǁe ĐaŶ fullǇ dƌiǀe theŵ out aŶd hoǁ 
ŵuĐh effoƌt that ǁill take.

Odessa

“What is the ideal age to get married?” – Similar headlines 
leap fƌoŵ the Đoǀeƌs of FashioŶaďle MagaziŶes. Fƌoŵ the 
ŵoŵeŶt that puďeƌtǇ aƌƌiǀes, paƌeŶts aƌe alƌeadǇ tƌǇiŶg to 
ŵaƌƌǇ theiƌ daughteƌ off to a suitaďle husďaŶd. All paƌeŶtal 
Đaƌe eǀeŶtuallǇ Đoŵes doǁŶ to suĐĐessful ďaƌgaiŶiŶg. FaŵilǇ 
gatheƌiŶgs tuƌŶ iŶto iŶteƌƌogaioŶs foƌ ǇouŶg giƌls: ͞Is theƌe a 
ďoǇ iŶ ŵiŶd?͟, ͞“o ǁheŶ’s the ǁeddiŶg?͟, oƌ ͞ I ǁould like to 
ďe aďle to see ŵǇ gƌaŶdĐhildƌeŶ ďefoƌe I die, so huƌƌǇ up Ŷoǁ, 
doŶ’t delaǇ.͟ We aƌe ĐoŶstaŶtlǇ iŶsilled fƌoŵ a ǇouŶg age 
that theƌe is ŶothiŶg ŵoƌe ďeauiful thaŶ ŵotheƌhood. “o 
when you meet a pregnant seventeen year old schoolgirl, you 
ĐaŶ oŶlǇ sǇŵpathize. Ateƌ all, ǁoŵeŶ ǁho ďelieǀe that 
haǀiŶg a ǀagiŶa aŶd speǁiŶg ďaďies is the ďest thiŶg that 
Đould happeŶ to theŵ ŵust ďe ǀeƌǇ uŶhappǇ.

Kharkov

MaŶǇ aŵoŶg us, it seeŵs to ŵe, haǀe aďsolutelǇ Ŷo idea ǁhat 
eƋualitǇ aŶd eƋual ƌights aƌe, so that eǀeŶ the ŵost outƌa-
geous iŶjusiĐe ĐaŶ ďe peƌĐeiǀed as Ŷoƌŵal.

Nikolaev

I grew up in a patriarchal society. I am constantly silenced and 
͞put iŶ ŵǇ plaĐe͟ iŶ a ǀaƌietǇ of uŶdeƌhaŶded ǁaǇs ďǇ ŵeŶ of 
ǀaƌǇiŶg status aŶd ďǇ ǁoŵeŶ iŶfeĐted ǁith seǆisŵ aŶd 
patriarchal thinking.

I kŶoǁ fƌoŵ eǆpeƌieŶĐe ǁhat it is to ďe depƌeĐiated ďeĐause 
of ŵǇ geŶdeƌ; I’ŵ a lesďiaŶ. IŶ UkƌaiŶe, the Oƌthodoǆ ChuƌĐh 
aĐiǀelǇ shapes puďliĐ opiŶioŶ, poisoŶiŶg oŶe paƌt of the 
populaioŶ agaiŶst the otheƌ. As sooŶ as the LGBT ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ 
start to declare their rights, immediately from all sides crazy 
Oƌthodoǆ ĐhuƌĐh goeƌs ďegiŶ to hoǁl.
I aŵ just siĐk of all those Oƌthodoǆ pƌiests oŶ the TV, ďuďďliŶg 
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Spain in the 1930s was a society riddled with ideas of male 
superiority and the cult of machismo.*

Spain had a mass anarchist movement organised in the 
Anarcho-Syndicalist union, the Confederacion Nacional del 
Trabajo(CNT) which at its height organised as many as two 
ŵillioŶ ŵeŵďeƌs, the speĐifiĐ aŶaƌĐhist oƌgaŶisaioŶ the FAI ; 
FedeƌaĐioŶ AŶaƌƋuista IďeƌiĐaͿ, the LiďeƌtaƌiaŶ Youth ;FIJLͿ 
which organised many young workers and the various free 
schools and ateneos  which organised literacy programmes, as 
ǁell as fƌee liďƌaƌies, plaǇs, aŶd geŶeƌal eduĐaioŶ. The aiŵ of 
the Anarchists in the Civil War was to emancipate all and 
iŶsitute a fƌee soĐietǇ, ǁithout eǆploitaioŶ oƌ hieƌaƌĐhǇ, 
where each person worked according to ability, received back 
aĐĐoƌdiŶg to Ŷeed aŶd had eƋual poǁeƌ aŶd a diƌeĐt saǇ oǀeƌ 
soĐial aŶd poliiĐal life.
Women entered the CNT when the CNT started organising in 
the teǆile iŶdustƌǇ. IŶ addiioŶ, the CNT also ďegaŶ oƌgaŶisiŶg 
aŵoŶg doŵesiĐ seƌǀaŶts aŶd ŵaids, ǁheƌe giƌls as ǇouŶg as 
ten were employed by the middle classes and the rich. Some 
women came to the fore in the early days of the CNT and 
ǁeƌe iŶspiƌiŶg figuƌes foƌ eŵaŶĐipaioŶ aŶd foƌ aŶaƌĐhisŵ. 
Hoǁeǀeƌ, tƌadiioŶal ŵaĐho ǀalues ǁeƌe sill ǀeƌǇ doŵiŶaŶt iŶ 
Spanish society. This included in the Anarchist and Syndicalist 
ŵoǀeŵeŶt ǁhiĐh, ǁhilst it talked aďout the eŵaŶĐipaioŶ aŶd 
liďeƌaioŶ of all aŶd the eŶd of hieƌaƌĐhies, iŶ pƌaĐiĐe held 
ďaĐk the liďeƌaioŶ of ǁoŵeŶ. It ƌe-Đƌeated old stƌuĐtuƌes 
which oppressed women without challenging them.

IlliteƌaĐǇ aŶd laĐk of eduĐaioŶ ǁeƌe ďig pƌoďleŵs foƌ ǁoƌkiŶg 
class women in Spain as they were for the whole of the 
working class.

Triple Enslavement
“oŵe ǁoŵeŶ aĐiǀists of the aŶaƌĐhist ŵoǀeŵeŶt, iŶĐludiŶg 
LuĐia “aŶĐhez “aoƌŶil, MeƌĐedes Coŵoposada aŶd Aŵpaƌo 
PoĐh Ǉ GasĐoŶ did Ŷot ǁaŶt to ǁait foƌ the ReǀoluioŶ to fƌee 

eǀeƌǇoŶe ďefoƌe theǇ aĐted. TheǇ staƌted a ŵagaziŶe, 
Mujeƌes Liďƌes, ǁhiĐh pƌoǀed to ďe hugelǇ populaƌ. Its aiŵ 
was to educate women “and to provide them with informa-
ioŶ aďout poliiĐs so theǇ Đould ďeĐoŵe iŶǀolǀed iŶ aŶaƌĐhist 
aĐiǀiies, aŶd it also seƌǀed to giǀe ǁoŵeŶ pƌofessioŶal 
tƌaiŶiŶg so theǇ ǁould haǀe ďeteƌ eŵploǇŵeŶt oppoƌtuŶi-
ies͟. “ooŶ the ŵagaziŶe liŶked up ǁith otheƌ aŶaƌĐhist 
women in other parts of Spain and they began to think about 
ĐƌeaiŶg a ǁoŵeŶ’s oƌgaŶisaioŶ. Theiƌ aiŵ ǁas to fight 
against what they saw as the triple enslavement of women, 
eŶslaǀeŵeŶt to igŶoƌaŶĐe ;laĐk of aĐĐess to eduĐaioŶ aŶd 
literacy), enslavement to capitalism and hierarchy, and 
enslavement to men.

One of the key ideas was the need for women to organise in a 
speĐifiĐ oƌgaŶisaioŶ to Đoŵďat ideas of seǆisŵ aŶd ŵaĐhisŵo 
in general AND in the anarchist movement. They concen-
tƌated oŶ the ĐoŶŶeĐioŶs ďetǁeeŶ Đlass, Đultuƌal aŶd seǆual 
oppression.

TheǇ ǁoƌked foƌ iŶtegƌaioŶ of ǁoŵeŶ iŶto the ǁoƌkfoƌĐe 
thƌough appƌeŶiĐeship aŶd eŵploǇŵeŶt pƌogƌaŵŵes, the 
eduĐaioŶ of ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐoŶsĐiousŶess ƌaisiŶg so that 
ǁoŵeŶ Đould feel ĐoŶfideŶt aŶd asseƌiǀe, thƌough pƌopa-
ganda tours, radio, travelling libraries, the struggle against 
seǆist ďehaǀiouƌ iŶĐludiŶg iŶ theiƌ oǁŶ ŵoǀeŵeŶt, the 
development of crèches and childcare centres in the neigh-
bourhood and in the workplace, the development of hospitals 
ǁith ďiƌth aŶd postŶatal faĐiliies.
The eŵeƌgeŶĐe of Mujeƌes Liďƌes ǁas aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt deǀelop-
ŵeŶt. All at oŶĐe ǁoŵeŶ ďegaŶ to ƋuesioŶ theiƌ ƌole iŶ aŶ 
eǆtƌeŵelǇ oppƌessiǀe soĐietǇ.
Mujeƌes Liďƌes failed to haǀe a Đoŵplete ǀieǁ of seǆist 
diǀisioŶ of laďouƌ ǁheƌe oteŶ ǁoŵeŶ ǁeƌe ĐoŶfiŶed to 
doŵesiĐ ƌoles aŶd the ƌigiditǇ of seǆ ƌoles ǁheƌe ǁoŵeŶ 
ďoƌe the sole ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ foƌ ƌaisiŶg ĐhildƌeŶ. AďoƌioŶ aŶd 
birth control were not discussed as much as they should have 
ďeeŶ, though if the “paŶish ReǀoluioŶ had Ŷot ďeeŶ Đƌushed 
ďǇ the foƌĐes of GeŶeƌal FƌaŶĐo this ŵight ǁell haǀe Đoŵe 
more to the fore. They did insist on the need for an indepen-
deŶt ǁoŵeŶ’s aŶaƌĐhist oƌgaŶisaioŶ aŶd ƌefused to disap-
peaƌ iŶto the ǀaƌious Đoŵŵitees aŶd suď-Đoŵŵitees of the 
CNT.

The HistoƌǇ of Mujeƌes Liďƌes is eǆtƌeŵelǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt if ǁe 
want to move forward and destroy hierarchies in every 
sphere of life.

Machismo - “a strong sense of masculine pride...[with] the 
supƌeŵe ǀaluaioŶ of ĐhaƌaĐteƌisiĐs ĐultuƌallǇ assoĐiated 
ǁith the ŵasĐuliŶe aŶd a deŶigƌaioŶ of ĐhaƌaĐteƌisiĐs 
assoĐiated ǁith the feŵiŶiŶe.” Meƌƌiaŵ -Weďsteƌ DiĐioŶaƌǇ

Free Women of Spain
The stoƌǇ of Mujeƌes Liďƌes ;Fƌee WoŵeŶͿ aŶ oƌgaŶisaioŶ of thiƌtǇ thousaŶd ǁoŵeŶ

that emerged in the Anarchist movement in Spain in 1936.

oǀeƌ ǁith saliǀa aŶd telliŶg us aďout ouƌ siŶs, I’ŵ siĐk of all 
that hellish thƌash ďuƌlesƋue. The Oƌthodoǆ ChuƌĐh is oŶe of 
the Ŷuƌseƌies of hoŵophoďiĐ thought iŶ people’s ŵiŶds, aŶd 
ŵaŶǇ LGBT people paǇ ǁith theiƌ liǀes foƌ this.
IŶ Oƌthodoǆ ĐouŶtƌies, ŵillioŶs of LGBT people suffeƌ all soƌts 
of abuse, from physical to moral and right up to murder.          
I ƌead a tƌue stoƌǇ aďout Oƌthodoǆ paƌeŶts ǁho ďooked a 
͞ĐoƌƌeĐiǀe͟ ƌape of theiƌ daughteƌ. AŶd Ŷot oŶlǇ LGBT suffeƌ 

fƌoŵ huŵiliaioŶ, sigŵaizaioŶ aŶd ǀioleŶĐe, ďut all ǁoŵeŶ, 
ďeĐause iŶ the Oƌthodoǆ tƌadiioŶ aŶd Đultuƌe the ǁoŵaŶ is 
subject to the man, she is a second-class person, she is more 
of a sinner and less valuable. All we hear is: “sin, sin, sin, 
death, death, ateƌ death ...͟
LGBTQIA = LesďiaŶ, gaǇ, ďiseǆual, tƌaŶsgeŶdeƌ, ƋuesioŶiŶg, 
iŶteƌseǆ, aŶd aseǆual.
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In May of this year, 50,000 workers went on strike in the 
Taiwanese-owned Yue Yen shoe factory in Dongguan. Dongguan 
is part of the Pearl River Delta (PRD), a major industrial centre for 
export factories near Hong Kong. This may be one of the biggest 
stƌikes iŶ the P‘D so faƌ - ďut it is oŶlǇ the ip of the iĐeďeƌg.
Oǀeƌ the past ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs theƌe haǀe ďeeŶ thousaŶds of aĐioŶs 
taken by the migrant workers, who make up the main body of the 
workforce in the PRD. Women make up the majority of this 
workforce and, though reports of the strikes are gender-neutral 
and talk only about ‘workers’, will certainly make up the majority 
of strikers. It's impossible to discuss the new Chinese working 
Đlass ǁithout ĐoŶsideƌiŶg the diffeƌeŶt situaioŶs iŶ ǁhiĐh ŵeŶ 
aŶd ǁoŵeŶ fiŶd theŵselǀes, aŶd the affeĐt this has oŶ theiƌ ƌole 
in strikes and other acts of resistance.

Migrant workers have been coming to the PRD since the early 
1990s, when the Chinese government opened China up to market 
forces and encouraged foreign investment. For a variety of 
reasons, most of these migrants are women, especially on the 
assembly lines. Bosses think that young women are more ‘docile’ 
and able to put up with the tedium of the work and the patriar-
chal family system means that girls have no future in rural areas, 
as the son generally inherits the family farm. As a result many 
young women are eager to leave the countryside for a new life in 
the city. As one young woman said: ‘There is nothing to do at 
home, so I went out’.

Horrendous
The ǁages aŶd ĐoŶdiioŶs foƌ ŵaŶǇ ǇouŶg ǁoŵeŶ aƌe hoƌƌeŶ-
dous. One woman’s story (Chang: 2010) gives an idea of what it 
was like. Min arrived in Dongguan in the mid-1990s. Like many 
otheƌs, she had a ƌelaiǀe alƌeadǇ liǀiŶg theƌe ǁho helped heƌ 
ďegiŶ the joď huŶt. It ǁasŶ't diffiĐult to fiŶd a joď. She staƌted 
ǁoƌk foƌ aŶ eleĐtƌoŶiĐs fiƌŵ, liǀiŶg iŶ a diƌtǇ, sŵellǇ doƌŵitoƌǇ 
ǁith ϭϮ otheƌ giƌls she didŶ't kŶoǁ. Shits lasted ϭϯ houƌs ǁith a 
Đouple of ďƌeaks, though she oteŶ ǁoƌked ǁeeks ǁithout a 
siŶgle ďƌeak. MiŶ eaƌŶed aďout ϱϬ dollaƌs a ŵoŶth. She had 
thought it ǁould ďe fuŶ ǁoƌkiŶg oŶ aŶ asseŵďlǇ liŶe, ĐhaiŶg 
and laughing with the other women. But she soon learned this 
was not the case: talking on the job was forbidden.

What happeŶed Ŷeǆt iŶ MiŶ͛s stoƌǇ giǀes soŵe iŶdiĐaioŶ of the 
acts of resistance that may have led to the big strikes we are 
seeiŶg iŶ ChiŶa todaǇ. MiŶ had diffiĐultǇ ĐopiŶg ǁith the tediuŵ 
of the asseŵďlǇ liŶe aŶd ǁould oteŶ talk aŶd take toilet ďƌeaks. 
OŶe daǇ, ǁheŶ she ǁas told off, she ǁalked off the liŶe iŶ 
protest. Completely unexpectedly, the boss started being nice to 
her and promised that if she stayed she would get her back 
ǁages aŶd hiŶted at a pƌoŵoioŶ. Hoǁeǀeƌ MiŶ ƌeplied: ͚Youƌ 
faĐtoƌǇ is Ŷot ǁoƌth ǁasiŶg ŵǇ Ǉouth oŶ͛ aŶd said she ǁould 
stay only 6 more months and expected all the pay she was owed. 
She let ϲ ŵoŶths lateƌ, stƌaight iŶto aŶotheƌ joď as a loǁ leǀel 
clerk.

These acts of resistance have been noted by a number of writers 
ǁho haǀe speŶt iŵe ǁith the ͚dagoŶŵei͛, oƌ ͚ǁoŵeŶ ǁoƌkiŶg foƌ 
the ďoss͛. Despite the faĐtoƌǇ sǇsteŵ of ĐoŶtƌol aŶd doŵiŶaioŶ, 
theǇ haǀe ŵaŶaged to fiŶd ǁaǇs to ƌesist aŶd as iŶ MiŶ͛s Đase, 
many are willing to speak out and leave. Clearly, the women have 
not turned out to be as ‘docile’ and easily controlled as the 
ďosses had hoped! Theƌe is a high staff tuƌŶoǀeƌ, ǁith ŵaŶǇ 
women going back to their villages to get married. This labour 
shortage has helped the workers to gain some bargaining power. 
Once workers win one small victory, it will hopefully build their 

ĐoŶfideŶĐe, leadiŶg to ďiggeƌ aŶd ďiggeƌ aĐioŶs.
It is hard to gain a complete picture of the role of women in the 
stƌikes. WoŵeŶ ǁill ĐeƌtaiŶlǇ ĐoŶsitute a ŵajoƌ paƌt of the 
strikers as they are the assembly line workers. A strike at a Honda 
factory in Zhongshan in 2010 where women made up the 
ŵajoƌitǇ of the ǁoƌkfoƌĐe ǁoŶ a sigŶifiĐaŶt ǀiĐtoƌǇ ǁith paǇ 
concessions as well as winning the right to choose their own 
ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes foƌ ĐolleĐiǀe ďaƌgaiŶiŶg ƌatheƌ thaŶ haǀiŶg to 
ƌelǇ oŶ the offiĐial tƌade uŶioŶ. AĐĐoƌdiŶg to the ChiŶa Laďouƌ 
BulleiŶ, the stƌikes iŶ ϮϬϭϯ oĐĐuƌƌed iŶ faĐtoƌies ǁith a laƌgelǇ 
feŵale ǁoƌkfoƌĐe. WoŵeŶ ǁeƌe paƌiĐulaƌlǇ aĐiǀe iŶ ĐoŵŵuŶi-
ĐaiŶg iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aďout the stƌikes aŶd spƌeadiŶg the ǁoƌd ďǇ 
internet and mobile phone. However, their actual role during the 
strikes remains unclear.

The recent strike at the Yue Yen factory indicates that whilst 
ǁoŵeŶ ŵaǇ ŵake up the ŵajoƌitǇ of stƌikeƌs, the leadeƌs aƌe sill 
men. In fact, according to one report on Reuters (Ruwitch 2014) it 
was the managers who started the strike. They were mainly 
concerned that the company had not been keeping up on its 
soĐial iŶsuƌaŶĐe ĐoŶtƌiďuioŶs. It ǁas ŵoƌe seŶioƌ ǁoƌkeƌs, ŵost 
likelǇ to ďe all ŵeŶ, ǁho ǁeƌe iŶ a posiioŶ to ďe ĐoŶĐeƌŶed 
about this issue.

Women, therefore, have two struggles on their hands. Not only 
aƌe theǇ eǆpeƌieŶĐiŶg the ǁoƌst of the ĐoŶdiioŶs aŶd ǁages, 
theǇ also ŵaǇ ďe sideliŶed ďǇ ŵale ǁoƌkeƌs ;ǁho aƌe oteŶ ŵoƌe 
seŶioƌ, skilled aŶd ďeteƌ paidͿ iŶ the stƌuggles theŵselǀes. It is 
diffiĐult to ďeĐoŵe a leadeƌ iŶ these stƌikes iŶ a patƌiaƌĐhal 
society.

The ǁoŵeŶ oteŶ do Ŷot ƌeŵaiŶ iŶ uƌďaŶ aƌeas loŶg eŶough to 
become more embedded in a social movement because they are 
pressurized by their parents and by society as a whole to return 
to the village and marry. Increasingly, however, once women 
haǀe ďeeŶ to the uƌďaŶ aƌeas aŶd eǆpeƌieŶĐed the ƌelaiǀe 
fƌeedoŵ that eǆists theƌe, theǇ aƌe ƌesisiŶg the pƌessuƌe to 
ƌetuƌŶ. IŶstead, theǇ fiŶd ǁaǇs to esĐape the asseŵďlǇ liŶe, 
taking courses and involving themselves in other projects. 
Despite this theǇ ŵaǇ Ŷot haǀe the opioŶs aǀailaďle to ŵeŶ, aŶd 
oŶe of theiƌ esĐape opioŶs ŵaǇ ďe iŶto pƌosituioŶ.
It is important that as anarcha-feminists, we seek to understand 
the complexity of what is going on. We cannot simply see 
eǀeƌǇoŶe as ͚ǁoƌkeƌs͛ ďut Ŷeed to aĐiǀelǇ ĐoŶsideƌ the ƌole 
gender plays. It is clear that all workers of all sexes are deter-
ŵiŶed to fight theiƌ eǆploitaioŶ ďut ǁoŵeŶ haǀe theiƌ oǁŶ 
ďatles to fight – to eŶsuƌe theǇ plaǇ aŶ eƋual ƌole iŶ all stƌuggles.
Ruwitch (2014) IŶ ChiŶa, ŵaŶagers are the Ŷeǁ laďour aĐiǀists 
Link: htp://uk.reuters.Đoŵ/ariĐle/ϮϬϭ4/Ϭϲ/Ϭϭ/uk-ĐhiŶa-laďor-
strikes-idUKKBNϬECϭϬϳϮϬϭ4ϬϲϬϭ
Chang (2010) Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing 
China - Spiegel & Gƌau

Made in China: Gender and Resistance in
the ‘Factory of the World’
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AŶ IFOP ;IŶsitut FƌaŶçais d͛OpiŶioŶ PuďliƋueͿ poll ƌeleased iŶ 
MaƌĐh ϮϬϭ4 saǇs that oŶe ǁoŵaŶ iŶ fiǀe has eǆpeƌieŶĐed 
seǆual haƌassŵeŶt at ǁoƌk iŶ the Đouƌse of heƌ Đaƌeeƌ. CleaƌlǇ, 
this studǇ uŶdeƌesiŵates the Ŷuŵďeƌ of ǁoŵeŶ haƌassed. 
Not a deliďeƌate uŶdeƌesiŵaioŶ, ďut ŵoƌe ďeĐause ŵaŶǇ 
ǁoŵeŶ ǁho uŶdeƌgo seǆual haƌassŵeŶt ǁill Ŷot ƌeĐogŶize it 
as suĐh. PƌaĐiĐal Đase studǇ - iŶ the ƌestauƌaŶt
YesteƌdaǇ, iŶ the ƌestauƌaŶt ǁheƌe I ǁoƌk, oŶe of the Đhefs 
Đaŵe to see ŵe, aŶd, ďǇ ǁaǇ of gƌeeiŶg, said ͞“aǇ, haǀe ǁe 
alƌeadǇ slept togetheƌ? It͛s possiďle that I doŶ͛t ƌeŵeŵďeƌ. ͞
Eaƌlieƌ this ŵoŶth, a Đustoŵeƌ Đaŵe to the ĐouŶteƌ aŶd 
lookiŶg stƌaight iŶto ŵǇ eǇes aŶd ǁithout aŶǇ ǁaƌŶiŶg said to 
ŵe, ͞I loǀe  full-figuƌed ǁoŵeŶ ͞.
Ateƌ ŵǇ thiƌd ŵoŶth of ǁoƌk, a gƌoup of Đustoŵeƌs ŵade up 
of ŵeŶ iŶ theiƌ thiƌies, all dƌessed iŶ sŵaƌt suits , let ŵe a  
ĐhaƌŵiŶg Ŷote oŶ a ŶapkiŶ aŶd a ϭϬ Euƌo ip. The Ŷote ǁhiĐh 
ŵust haǀe appeaƌed sǁeet to theŵ ƌead, ͞Foƌ Ǉouƌ ďeauiful 
ďƌeasts.͟ This is ŵǇ dailǇ lot as a ǁaitƌess, I aŵ suƌe I aŵ Ŷot 
aloŶe. 
“o ǇesteƌdaǇ I ĐƌaĐked. Not haǀiŶg the ͞ƌight͟ to tell Đustoŵ-
eƌs to get lost ;appaƌeŶtlǇ this doesŶ͛t ďuild Đustoŵeƌ loǇaltǇͿ, 
I deĐided to ĐhalleŶge the Đhef. I iŶfoƌŵed hiŵ that Ŷo, ǁe 
haǀe Ŷot slept togetheƌ, aŶd that, that ǁill Ŷeǀeƌ happeŶ, I 
asked hiŵ to ĐhaŶge his toŶe ǁheŶ he speaks to ŵe. He let 
aŶŶoǇed. With that, ŵǇ ŵaŶageƌ, ǁho had ďeeŶ theƌe at the 
iŵe, took ŵe aside aŶd staƌted to jusifǇ his ďehaǀiouƌ:
͞DoŶ͛t get ŵe ǁƌoŶg, it is like that ǁith eǀeƌǇoŶe. You kŶoǁ, 
it͛s kiŶd of his ǁaǇ of saǇiŶg hello. ͞

I theŶ said tǁo thiŶgs. FiƌstlǇ, I didŶ͛t take it ǁƌoŶg, I ǁoŶ͛t 
toleƌate a supeƌǀisoƌ seǆuallǇ assauliŶg ŵe   ǀeƌďallǇ, ǁhiĐh is 
eǆaĐtlǇ ǁhat happeŶed. “eĐoŶdlǇ, Ŷo, this is defiŶitelǇ Ŷot a 
ǁaǇ of saǇiŶg hello. Heƌ ƌeplǇ let ŵe speeĐhless, ͞But Ǉou 
kŶoǁ, he͛s Ŷot Ǉouƌ ďoss, Ǉou ĐaŶ tell hiŵ to get lost if Ǉou 
ǁaŶt.͟ The iŶteƌŶalisaioŶ of seǆisŵ 
At that ŵoŵeŶt I ƌealised that to aƌgue ǁith ŵǇ ŵaŶageƌ ǁas 
useless. Foƌ heƌ a ǁoŵaŶ ŵust aĐĐept this tǇpe of seǆual 
haƌassŵeŶt if it Đoŵes fƌoŵ a ďoss, if it͛s liŶked to ŵakiŶg 
pƌofit, if it Đoŵes fƌoŵ a doŵiŶaŶt peƌsoŶ. I ƌeŵeŵďeƌed heƌ 
soĐial Đlass - fƌoŵ the ďouƌgeoisie, aŶd ŵiŶe, fƌoŵ the 
ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass. 
We do Ŷot haǀe the saŵe feŵiŶisŵ oƌ the saŵe iŶteƌests. Heƌ 
ŵaiŶ iŶteƌest is iŶ ŵakiŶg ŵoŶeǇ out of the ďusiŶess thƌough 
ŵǇ ǁoƌkiŶg haƌd aŶd Ŷot ĐoŵplaiŶiŶg, ŵǇ iŶteƌests lie iŶ 
fighiŶg agaiŶst ďeiŶg eǆploited ďǇ heƌ aŶd otheƌ oǁŶeƌs, aŶd 
fighiŶg agaiŶst seǆisŵ. IŶ this Đase of seǆual haƌassŵeŶt at 
ǁoƌk, the tǁo aƌe liŶked. 
If ŵǇ ďoss oƌ ŵǇ ŵaŶageƌ alloǁs seǆist ďehaǀiouƌ toǁaƌds 
ŵe, it is Ŷot oŶlǇ ďeĐause I aŵ a ǁoŵaŶ, ďut also ďeĐause I 
aŵ a ǁaged eŵploǇee uŶdeƌ theiƌ ĐoŶtƌol. Like aŶǇ ďoss, theǇ 
kŶoǁ I Ŷeed this joď to liǀe, that speakiŶg out ǁill ĐaƌƌǇ the 
feaƌ of losiŶg ŵǇ joď, the feaƌ of Ŷot ďeiŶg ďelieǀed aŶd feaƌ 
of the shaŵe that soĐietǇ ǁill piŶ oŶ ŵe.
The eĐoŶoŵiĐ aspeĐt to seǆual haƌassŵeŶt at ǁoƌk is 
ƌefleĐted iŶ the faĐt that soŵe ŵeŶ also eǆpeƌieŶĐe this tǇpe 
of oppƌessioŶ at ǁoƌk. While theǇ aƌe a ŵiŶoƌitǇ giǀeŶ the 
Ŷuŵďeƌ of ǁoŵeŶ haƌassed, eǀeŶ theiƌ eǆisteŶĐe deŵoŶ-
stƌates that it is a ŵateƌ of eĐoŶoŵiĐs aŶd poǁeƌ iŶ the 
ǁoƌkplaĐe as ǁell as seǆisŵ. ‘etuƌŶ ďloǁ foƌ ďloǁ 
AŶsǁeƌs do eǆist iŶ the stƌuggle agaiŶst this liŶked eĐoŶoŵiĐ 
aŶd seǆual eǆploitaioŶ. “eǆual haƌassŵeŶt at ǁoƌk is aŶ 
offeŶĐe. The laǁ pƌoteĐts eŵploǇees, puďliĐ offiĐials aŶd 
tƌaiŶees agaiŶst it. “oŵe uŶioŶs iŶ FƌaŶĐe suĐh as the CGT, 
haǀe estaďlished hotliŶes to help suƌǀiǀoƌs to eŶfoƌĐe theiƌ 
ƌights ƌesuliŶg fƌoŵ the laǁ of August 6, ϮϬϭϮ.  The fiƌst step 
is to ƌealize this tǇpe of ďehaǀiouƌ is uŶaĐĐeptaďle. DoŶ͛t 
ŵake eǆĐuses foƌ those ǁho use theiƌ doŵiŶaŶt status to 
aďuse aŶd eǆploit otheƌs. We aƌe taught to aĐĐept seǆual 
haƌassŵeŶt as a ŶeĐessaƌǇ iŶĐoŶǀeŶieŶĐe duƌiŶg eŵploǇ-
ŵeŶt, aŶd this has ďeeŶ iŶteƌŶalised ďǇ a ŵajoƌitǇ of eŵploǇ-
ees, this ŵust ďe fought at eǀeƌǇ tuƌŶ.
Berille Salvador Segui, Group of the Federaion Anarchiste of 
France

“He’s like that with everyone”
Sexual harassment at work

ThiŶgs aƌe lookiŶg up foƌ tƌaŶs* people, iŶ the ǁest at least.  
IŶ the UK, the ϮϬϭϬ EƋualiies AĐt gaǀe us soŵe pƌoteĐioŶ 
fƌoŵ disĐƌiŵiŶaioŶ, iŶ the U“, tƌaŶs* healthĐaƌe ǁill fiŶallǇ ďe 
Đoǀeƌed ďǇ iŶsuƌaŶĐe aŶd MediĐaƌe, iŶ DeŶŵaƌk people ĐaŶ 
Ŷoǁ self-deteƌŵiŶe theiƌ oǁŶ geŶdeƌ ǁithout haǀiŶg to 
͚pƌoǀe͛ a thiŶg. All oǀeƌ Euƌope the laǁ is sloǁlǇ ĐhaŶgiŶg, 
disĐƌiŵiŶaioŶ staƌiŶg to ƌeĐede aŶd tƌaŶs* ĐoŵŵuŶiies aƌe 
gƌoǁiŶg Ŷot just iŶ ĐoŶfideŶĐe, ďut also iŶ Ŷuŵďeƌ as the 
pƌeǀiouslǇ Đloseted Đoŵe out aŶd iŶto theiƌ oǁŶ. 
The Đƌedit foƌ all this goes to a huge Ŷuŵďeƌ of tƌaŶs* gƌoups 

Transgender ipping point, but what are
we ipping into?

aŶd iŶdiǀiduals ǁho͛ǀe ďeeŶ ďateƌiŶg at the ǁalls foƌ ŵaŶǇ 
Ǉeaƌs. With feǁ allies oƌ ƌesouƌĐes ǁe͛ǀe ǁoŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt 
ƌights foƌ ouƌselǀes. Those of us tƌaŶsiioŶiŶg Ŷoǁ oǁe a huge 
deďt to ouƌ foƌe-sisteƌs aŶd ďƌotheƌs foƌ all the ǁoƌk theǇ 
haǀe doŶe to ŵake ouƌ liǀes easieƌ. 
As Tiŵe ŵagaziŶe put it ǁe aƌe at a ippiŶg poiŶt, ǁheƌe the 
uphill stƌuggle ďeĐoŵes a doǁŶhill spƌiŶt. AŶd foƌ ŵaŶǇ of us 
this is, peƌhaps, the ŵost daŶgeƌous iŵe of all. 
IŶ August, “toŶeǁall, the UK͛s ďiggest LesďiaŶ, GaǇ aŶd
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“Two things should ye know of the Angry Women...”

In 2007, a group of women from the Liverpool Social Centre 
ColleĐiǀe had a ŵeeiŶg. TheǇ ǁeƌe aŶgƌǇ aďout a lot of 
thiŶgs: feŵiŶist issues ďeiŶg igŶoƌed oƌ disŵissed ďǇ otheƌ 
gƌoups theǇ oƌgaŶised ǁith, ǁoŵeŶ ďeiŶg uŶaďle to ateŶd 
ŵeeiŶgs foƌ laĐk of ĐhildĐaƌe, aŶd ǁoŵeŶ ǁho got as faƌ as 
ateŶdiŶg ŵeeiŶgs aŶd ŵakiŶg theiƌ poiŶts faĐiŶg ĐƌiiĐisŵ foƌ 
ďeiŶg ͞too aŶgƌǇ .͟
The iŶiial gƌoup - ŶeaƌlǇ all ideŶifǇiŶg as aŶaƌĐhist feŵiŶists - 
staƌted out as the feŵiŶist Đoƌe of the soĐial ĐeŶtƌe. TheǇ held 
ŵeeiŶgs iŶ ǁhiĐh theǇ Đould talk fƌeelǇ, oƌgaŶise, offeƌ 
solidaƌitǇ aŶd suppoƌt to ĐhalleŶge seǆisŵ iŶ otheƌ ŵeeiŶgs, 
ƌuŶ eduĐaioŶal sessioŶs to Đoŵďat seǆisŵ iŶ aĐiǀist gƌoups, 
aŶd put togetheƌ pƌaĐiĐal poliĐies aŶd pƌoĐesses to ŵake 
ƌadiĐal spaĐes safeƌ, ŵoƌe aĐĐessiďle plaĐes foƌ ǁoŵeŶ to 
ŵeet aŶd oƌgaŶise. TheǇ sooŶ ƌealised that these ŵeeiŶgs 
ǁeƌe too useful, aŶd too ŵuĐh fuŶ, to eŶd ǁheŶ the speĐifiĐ 
pƌoďleŵs theǇ͛d ďeeŶ addƌessiŶg had ďeeŶ solǀed.
The gƌoup took oŶ the Ŷaŵe AŶgƌǇ WoŵeŶ of Liǀeƌpool ǁheŶ 
its ŵeŵďeƌs deĐided to opeŶ ŵoŶthlǇ ŵeeiŶgs to ǁoŵeŶ 
fƌoŵ ďeǇoŶd the soĐial ĐeŶtƌe ĐolleĐiǀe. AWOL ďegaŶ oƌgaŶis-
iŶg puďliĐ ŵeeiŶgs oŶ soŵe of the theŵes that had ďeeŶ 
eŵeƌgiŶg fƌoŵ theiƌ fƌeefoƌŵ disĐussioŶs: ǁoŵeŶ iŶ ĐoŵiĐs, 
“ilǀia FedeƌiĐi, BuffǇ, Wages foƌ Houseǁoƌk, the BeĐhdel test, 
JoaŶŶa ‘uss, poƌŶogƌaphǇ, BuffǇ ǀs. Tǁilight, stƌeet haƌass-
ŵeŶt, ďodǇ haiƌ... fƌoŵ the seƌious to the ďizaƌƌe, usuallǇ 
segueiŶg iŶto the geekǇ aŶd the hilaƌious, ƌaƌelǇ staǇiŶg oŶ 
topiĐ foƌ loŶg, AWOL ŵeeiŶgs ǁeƌe a ĐhaŶĐe to ďƌiŶg the kiŶd 
of feŵiŶist disĐussioŶ that ǁas happeŶiŶg oŶ the iŶteƌŶet iŶto 
a ƌeal life soĐial spaĐe ǁith tea, Đake aŶd the poteŶial foƌ 
aĐioŶ to gƌoǁ out of disĐussioŶ.
At fiƌst, AWOL͛ s ŵeeiŶgs ǁeƌe foƌ ǁoŵeŶ oŶlǇ. The spaĐe foƌ 
ǁoŵeŶ to ďe aŶgƌǇ ǁithout ĐeŶsuƌe ǁas ŶeĐessaƌǇ iŶ oƌdeƌ to 
oƌgaŶise. WoŵeŶ oŶlǇ ŵeeiŶgs ŵeaŶt ŵoƌe iŵe speŶt 
disĐussiŶg feŵiŶist issues aŶd pƌepaƌiŶg aĐioŶs, less iŵe 
eǆplaiŶiŶg that theƌe ǁeƌe issues aŶd jusifǇiŶg the Ŷeed to 

Who are the Angry Women of Liverpool?
aĐt. As iŵe ǁeŶt oŶ, the gƌoup deĐided to keep the fiƌst houƌ 
of the ŵeeiŶg as a ǁoŵeŶ oŶlǇ spaĐe foƌ oƌgaŶisiŶg eǀeŶts 
aŶd aĐioŶs, ďut opeŶed the disĐussioŶ paƌt of the ŵeeiŶgs 
to ͞feŵiŶist-fƌieŶdlǇ folks͟ of all geŶdeƌs. MaŶǇ AWOL ƌegulaƌs 
felt uŶdeƌ pƌessuƌe to eduĐate the ŵeŶ iŶ theiƌ liǀes ;aŶd theiƌ 
poliiĐal gƌoupsͿ aďout feŵiŶisŵ. IŶǀiiŶg ŵeŶ to ŵeeiŶgs 
ǁas a gƌeat ǁaǇ to ďƌiŶg the geŶuiŶe oŶ ďoaƌd aŶd filteƌ out 
the iŵe-ǁasteƌs.
AWOL ǁeƌe Đleaƌ fƌoŵ the staƌt that the ͞ǁoŵeŶ͟ iŶ ͞ǁoŵeŶ 
oŶlǇ͟ iŶĐluded tƌaŶs ǁoŵeŶ, aŶd that feŵiŶisŵ had to ďe 
iŶteƌseĐioŶal. A feŵiŶist gƌoup that failed to iŶĐlude ǁoƌkiŶg 
Đlass ǁoŵeŶ, ǁoŵeŶ of Đolouƌ, tƌaŶs ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ǁoŵeŶ of 
all ages, seǆualiies aŶd aďiliies ǁould oŶlǇ ĐoŵpouŶd the 
pƌoďleŵ of aĐiǀist gƌoups that failed to iŶĐlude ǁoŵeŶ.
The gƌoup ƋuiĐklǇ gaiŶed a ďƌoadeƌ ƌaŶge of ŵeŵďeƌs ǁith 
poliiĐal affiŶiies spaŶŶiŶg the full speĐtƌuŵ of the let, 
though the ethos of AWOL has alǁaǇs ƌeŵaiŶed iŵpliĐitlǇ 
aŶaƌĐhist. While theƌe is soŵe Đƌossoǀeƌ aŶd pleŶtǇ of 
ĐollaďoƌaioŶ ǁith otheƌ Liǀeƌpool feŵiŶist gƌoups, espeĐiallǇ 
MeƌseǇside WoŵeŶ s͛ MoǀeŵeŶt, theƌe is a geŶeƌal uŶdeƌ-
staŶdiŶg that MWM take the peaĐeful ŵaƌĐhes aŶd the 
ĐaŵpaigŶs to ƌefoƌŵ CouŶĐil poliĐies, ǁhile AWOL takes the 
diƌeĐt aĐioŶs aŶd iŶĐites the ŵoďs that ĐoŶfƌoŶt pƌo-lifeƌs aŶd 
stƌeet haƌasseƌs ;though ďoth kiŶds of aĐioŶ usuallǇ iŶǀolǀe 
ŵeŵďeƌs of ďoth gƌoupsͿ. 
WoŵeŶ aƌe taught to suppƌess aŶd hide theiƌ aŶgeƌ, told that 
it ŵakes us iƌƌaioŶal aŶd ŵeaŶs ǁe͛ǀe lost ĐoŶtƌol. AWOL has 
alǁaǇs ďelieǀed that aŶgeƌ ĐaŶ ďe ĐoŶstƌuĐiǀe, ĐhaŶŶelled 
aŶd foĐussed, foƌged iŶto a useful tool, ďuƌŶed as a souƌĐe of 
eŶeƌgǇ.  AŶgeƌ ŵeaŶs a healthǇ ĐoŶŶeĐioŶ to the ǁoƌld 
aƌouŶd Ǉou, it ŵeaŶs Ǉou͛ƌe paǇiŶg ateŶioŶ.
AWOL meets in Next to Nowhere, 96 Bold St., Liverpool   
;riŶg baseŵeŶt bellͿ oŶ the first MoŶday of the ŵoŶth.    
7pm women only, 8pm all genders and none.                        
See htp://aŶgrywoŵeŶ.wordpress.coŵ or contact 
awol@riseup.Ŷet for more details.

Biseǆual ĐaŵpaigŶiŶg oƌgaŶisaioŶ, iŶǀited a gƌoup of pƌoŵi-
ŶeŶt tƌaŶs* people to a ŵeeiŶg. Theƌe ‘uth HuŶt, 
“toŶeǁall͛s Ŷeǁ Đhief eǆeĐuiǀe, apologised foƌ “toŶeǁall͛s 
pƌeǀious eǆĐlusioŶ of tƌaŶs* people. “he also offeƌed to let us 
Đoŵe iŶ fƌoŵ the Đold. The pƌoĐess of opeŶiŶg up “toŶeǁall 
to tƌaŶs* people has ďeguŶ. 
All of a suddeŶ tƌaŶs* aĐiǀists ĐaŶ see gliteƌiŶg pƌizes. The 
ŵoŶeǇ to sustaiŶ ouƌ oƌgaŶisaioŶs, aĐĐess to laǁ ŵakeƌs aŶd 
ƌeseaƌĐheƌs, the loďďǇiŶg Đlout of a laƌge aŶd ǁell- fuŶded 
ŶoŶ-pƌofit. With so ŵaŶǇ of ouƌ liǀes sill ďlighted ďǇ disĐƌiŵi-
ŶaioŶ, poǀeƌtǇ, pooƌ aĐĐess to healthĐaƌe, housiŶg aŶd all the 
ƌest of it, Ŷo oŶe is goiŶg to tuƌŶ doǁŶ these oppoƌtuŶiies foƌ 
ƌeal iŵpƌoǀeŵeŶts iŶ ouƌ liǀes.
Hoǁeǀeƌ, the ĐhaŶĐe at eƋualitǇ oŶ offeƌ heƌe is the saŵe 
ĐhaŶĐe takeŶ ďǇ the gaǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ oǀeƌ the last feǁ 
deĐades. We ǁill gaiŶ ƌights oŶlǇ to the eǆteŶt that ǁe aĐĐept 
the ͚ƌespoŶsiďiliies͛ of Đapitalist soĐietǇ. We ǁill ďeĐoŵe 
ƌespeĐtaďle oŶlǇ to the eǆteŶt that ǁe ƌejeĐt the uŶƌespeĐt-
aďle aŶd ŵiŵiĐ the ǀalues aŶd aĐioŶs of a soĐietǇ that, deep 
doǁŶ, ǁill sill hate us. Foƌ this toleƌaŶĐe ǁe ǁill saĐƌifiĐe all 
those ǁho ĐaŶ͛t ďe toleƌated. 
The eaƌlǇ sigŶs aƌe that aŶǇ alliaŶĐe ǁith “toŶeǁall ǁill ŵeaŶ 
staǇiŶg sileŶt aďout seǆ ǁoƌk as theǇ do. A Ƌuiet ďetƌaǇal of 

tƌaŶs* seǆ ǁoƌkeƌs aŶd the ŵaŶǇ Đis seǆ ǁoƌkeƌs ǁho haǀe 
suppoƌted us oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs. AŶd this is just a ďegiŶŶiŶg. The 
poliiĐs of ƌespeĐtaďilitǇ alǁaǇs ŵeaŶs ĐuiŶg ies ǁith Ǉouƌ 
uŶƌespeĐtaďle allies. IŶstead of gƌouŶds foƌ alliaŶĐe, ouƌ 
assoĐiaioŶs ǁith the ŵeŶtallǇ ill, seǆ ǁoƌkeƌs, the hoŵeless 
aŶd otheƌs ďeĐoŵe liaďiliies to ďe duŵped. AŶd as alǁaǇs 
the ŵost ǀulŶeƌaďle ŵeŵďeƌs of ouƌ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ǁill ďe hit 
haƌdest.
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Are you interested in finding out more about anarchism?
The AŶaƌĐhist FedeƌaioŶ of BƌitaiŶ aiŵs to liŶk togetheƌ ĐaŵpaigŶs
that eŵpoǁeƌ ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass people oƌ that ĐhalleŶge Đapitalisŵ aŶd
iƌƌaioŶal sǇsteŵs of poǁeƌ. We haǀe gƌoups thƌoughout BƌitaiŶ so
ĐoŶtaĐt us to fiŶd out aďout aĐiǀiies Ŷeaƌ Ǉou.

Email: info@afed.org.uk
Website: afed.org.uk
Post: BM ANARFED, London, WC1N 3XX 

Fiƌst Puďlished
AutuŵŶ ϮϬϭϰ 

The ͚FoĐus Eϭϱ ŵotheƌs͛ ĐaŵpaigŶ is aŶ iŶspiƌiŶg aŶd effeĐiǀe 
ĐaŵpaigŶ that has diƌeĐtlǇ ĐhalleŶged the housiŶg poliĐies of 
the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt aŶd pƌiǀate Đapital. “oĐial housiŶg has ďeeŶ 
deĐiŵated aŶd deǀelopeƌs ďuild foƌ the ƌiĐh, ǁhilst ďuildiŶg a 
tokeŶ aŵouŶt of ͚affoƌdaďle͛ housiŶg, ǁhiĐh is Ŷot iŶ faĐt 
affoƌdaďle foƌ the ŵajoƌitǇ of LoŶdoŶeƌs. 
The Eϭϱ ŵotheƌs haǀe suffeƌed as a diƌeĐt ƌesult of these 
poliĐies. Due to a shoƌtage of soĐial housiŶg, theǇ ǁeƌe 
housed ďǇ the East Thaŵes HousiŶg AssoĐiaioŶ iŶ the FoĐus 
Eϭϱ hostel foƌ ǇouŶg people ǁho Ŷeed suppoƌt. Hoǁeǀeƌ, 
loĐal goǀeƌŶŵeŶt Đuts foƌĐed theŵ out. IŶ theiƌ ǁoƌds fƌoŵ 
theiƌ FaĐeďook page:
OŶ the ϮϬth of August ϮϬϭϯ ŵotheƌs ǁeƌe issued eǀiĐioŶ 
ŶoiĐes fƌoŵ the housiŶg assoĐiaioŶ East Thaŵes to ďe out of 
ouƌ flats ďǇ ϮϬth OĐtoďeƌ ϮϬϭϯ. East Thaŵes eǆplaiŶed that 
Neǁhaŵ ĐouŶĐil had Đut £ϰϭ,ϬϬϬ of fuŶdiŶg leadiŶg to the 
eǀiĐioŶs. We ƋuesioŶed east Thaŵes as to ǁhat ǁould 
happeŶ Ŷeǆt ǁe ǁeƌe siŵplǇ told: ͞I doŶ͛t kŶoǁ, ǁe ǁill haǀe 
to ǁait aŶd see .͟ We ǁeƌe all ƌefeƌƌed to Neǁhaŵ CouŶĐil s͛ 
Bƌidge house ;housiŶg offiĐeͿ aŶd ǁeƌe all ƌegisteƌed offiĐiallǇ 
hoŵeless. We ǁeƌe told to look foƌ pƌiǀate ƌeŶted aĐĐoŵŵo-

daioŶ iŶ MANCHE“TE‘, HA“TING“ AND BI‘MINGHAM! This 
ŵeaŶt ǁe ǁould haǀe Ŷo suppoƌt Ŷetǁoƌk… ouƌ ĐhildƌeŶ 
ǁouldŶ͛t kŶoǁ theiƌ faŵilies. We deĐided to FIGHT FO‘ 
WHAT͛“ ‘IGHT!
Theiƌ deteƌŵiŶaioŶ has led to a ĐaŵpaigŶ that has gatheƌed 
suppoƌt fƌoŵ ŵaŶǇ diffeƌeŶt gƌoups aŶd iŶdiǀiduals; the 
͚ŵotheƌs͛ aƌe seeŶ as ƌepƌeseŶiŶg the kiŶd of stƌuggle that 
should spƌead aĐƌoss the ĐouŶtƌǇ- agaiŶst the Đuts, agaiŶst 
deǀelopeƌs aŶd agaiŶst soĐial ĐleaŶsiŶg. IŶ addiioŶ, it has 
ŵade deŵaŶds foƌ ǁhat ǁe ǁould like to see: ŵoƌe soĐial 
housiŶg ďuilt aŶd aŶ eŶd to the geŶtƌifiĐaioŶ poliĐies that aƌe 
tuƌŶiŶg East LoŶdoŶ, aŶd ŵaŶǇ otheƌ ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass aƌeas, iŶto 
eŶĐlaǀes foƌ the ƌiĐh aŶd ŵiddle Đlass pƌofessioŶals. 
The ĐaŵpaigŶ is oƌgaŶised aŶd led ďǇ the ǁoŵeŶ theŵselǀes. 
Though theǇ haǀe outside suppoƌt fƌoŵ aĐiǀists, it is theiƌ 
ĐaŵpaigŶ aŶd theǇ deteƌŵiŶe its diƌeĐioŶ. “iŶgle ŵotheƌs aƌe 
oteŶ deŵoŶised ďǇ the pƌess as if the aďseŶt fatheƌs ďeaƌ Ŷo 
ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ. It is the ǁoŵeŶ ǁho haǀe to ŵake a life foƌ 
theŵselǀes aŶd theiƌ Đhild iŶ ǀeƌǇ diffiĐult ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes.       

YouŶg siŶgle ŵothers fight social cleaŶsiŶg
iŶ East LoŶdoŶ

IŶ the ĐuƌƌeŶt Đliŵate of austeƌitǇ, the oďstaĐles aƌe eŶoƌ-

ŵous. This is ǁhat is so iŶspiƌiŶg aďout the Eϭϱ ŵotheƌs 
ĐaŵpaigŶ; theǇ haǀe Ŷot let theŵselǀes ďe deŵoŶised oƌ 
pushed aƌouŶd ďeĐause theǇ aƌe siŶgle ŵotheƌs. TheǇ aƌe 
fighiŶg foƌ ǁhat ǁe should all haǀe as paƌt of a Ŷoƌŵal life- a 
plaĐe to liǀe that is Ŷeaƌ faŵilǇ aŶd fƌieŶds, that is of good 
ƋualitǇ aŶd tƌulǇ affoƌdaďle.
The ĐaŵpaigŶ has ďeeŶ laƌgelǇ suĐĐessful iŶ that all the Ϯ9 
ŵotheƌs haǀe Ŷoǁ ďeeŶ ƌehoused iŶ aĐĐoŵŵodaioŶ iŶ the 
ďoƌough. This ǁas the ƌesult of a ŵilitaŶt ĐaŵpaigŶ that 
iŶǀolǀed Ŷot just ƌegulaƌ puďliĐ stalls ďut deŵoŶstƌaioŶs aŶd 
oĐĐupaioŶs. TheǇ haǀe Ŷot stopped ĐaŵpaigŶiŶg ďeĐause of 
the appaƌeŶt ǀiĐtoƌǇ. TheǇ ƌealise that theǇ aŶd ŵaŶǇ otheƌs 
sill haǀe a stƌuggle to ǁage. TheǇ aƌe Ŷoǁ iŶ pƌiǀate ƌeŶted 
aĐĐoŵŵodaioŶ ǁith ƌeŶts oŶlǇ guaƌaŶteed foƌ a Ǉeaƌ. TheǇ 
haǀe Ŷoǁ eǆteŶded the ĐaŵpaigŶ to addƌess the housiŶg 
issue iŶ geŶeƌal, leŶdiŶg theiƌ sigŶifiĐaŶt ǀoiĐe aŶd eǆpeƌieŶĐe 
to a ǁideƌ ĐaŵpaigŶ foƌ soĐial housiŶg. 
‘eĐeŶtlǇ Eϭϱ Motheƌs ǁeŶt oŶ the offeŶsiǀe agaiŶ  ǁith theiƌ 
OpeŶ House OĐĐupaioŶ of fouƌ hoŵes oŶ the CaƌpeŶteƌs 
Estate iŶ “tƌafoƌd ǁheƌe Neǁhaŵ CouŶĐil has deĐaŶted ŵaŶǇ 
teŶaŶts  fƌoŵ ĐouŶĐil housiŶg theƌe aŶd let eŵptǇ flats iŶ a 
ďoƌough ĐƌǇiŶg out foƌ soĐial housiŶg.
www.facebook.com/pages/Focus-E15-Mothers


